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The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. 4 of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of the 
Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on pp. 173—176. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 
CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 

Enquiries trade received at the Canadian Government 

to Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
information may be obtained. 


Home Enquiries—-An old-established firm of whisky blenders in 
Scotland who have not been represented in Canada heretofore are 
desirous of hearing from responsible agents in the different 
provinces. 

A Constantinople firm have a customer who desires to place a 
contract with a Canadian house for a large quantity of lard and 
mutton tallow to be taken as required within six or nine months. 
They also express a desire to represent Canadian firms who wish 
to push their goods in the East. 

A London firm desires to get into communication with Canadian 
shippers of frozen salmon, poultry, and provisions, with a view to 
acting as agents. 

The manufacturers of lawn tennis goods, croquet, lawn bowls and 
other games, enquire for names of firms in Canada importing such 
goods. 

Enquiry has again been made for exporters of wood-flour by 
persons able to take large quantities of the commodity. 

Canadian Enquiries.—A firm of lumber merchants in Canada who 
contemplate erecting a large factory for the manufacture of spruce 
box shooks, desire to correspond with English firms who would be 


disposed to deal in such gaods. 


A 


| 
| 
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The following trade enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Section of the Imperial Institute, from the Curator of 
which Section further particulars may be obtained :—. 


Canadian Enquiries— A Canadian manufacturer of confectionery 
has forwarded samples of several special descriptions of lozenges, 
cachous, &c., made upon a patented machine which they consider 
suitable for export trade: These-goods can be examined by 
interested persons at the Imperial Institute. 

“A Canadian*commission merchant, who visits all the principal 
Canadian cities‘annually, is prepared to deal in wines, spirits, dc. 
He also claims a large connection among wholesale grocers. 

-A Canadian company, about to erect a factory for the production 
of box boards upon a large scale, invites communications from 
United Kingdom importers. 

A Canadian firm manufacturing dowels, spools, knobs, tinned 
boxes, &c., would be pleased to quote prices upon receipt of 
samples of what is required. 


GERMANY. 


The United States Consul at Munich reports that the Bavarian 
recently set aside the city Ordi- 
Munich, nance preventing the use of automobiles on the 
streets of Munich. This, says the Consul, opens 
up one of the best German cities to manufacturers of horse- 
less vehicles. Munich is the third largest city of the German 
Empire. Its streets are well paved, bicycles are popular and 
horses dear. It would appear to be an opening which should not 
go long neglected. 


SPAIN. 


The “Madrid Gazette” of 9th inst. contains a notice putting in 
force an old concession, which had lapsed, for 
oe the extraction of water to an amount of 44 
litres per second from the river Douro, for the 

supply of the town of Soria. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 10th inst. anncunces that an application 
has been made, accompanied by particulars of 


Some ks the project and pledge of security, for the con- 
telat cession of an electric tramway from the Sans 
echt ee, Railway Station to San Martin, and that one 
month is allowed in which other applications containing better 


terms, and accompanied by particulars of their, respective projects 
and the required security, may be made. 
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The same ‘ Gazette” calls for Tenders for the construction and 

. mounting of the lifts, grain elevators, &c., in 

Elevators. the new “Commercial Deposit” building in 

Barcelona, to be sent in by 2nd October next. 

The upset price is not stated, but is apparently expected to be 

about 500,000 pesetas (say 15,5001.). On equal terms the proposal 

to do the work in the shortest time will have the preference. 

Full particulars are on view in the Secretariat of the Port 
Committee at Barcelona. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 11th inst. contains a notice calling for 
Tenders within 15 days, for the supply of 
Zinc Cylinders. 10,000 zinc cylinders (for the “ Callaud” Pile) 
in the State Telegraph Offices, at the upset 

price of 1890 pesetas, or about 59/., per 1,000 cylinders. 


The same “ Gazette” contains a notice extending the time for the 

presentation of Tenders for the construction of 

Public Works. an iron and stone building for a public meat 

_and vegetable market, in the town of Jumilla 

(Province of Murcia) from 22nd ult. (as notified on p. 436 of the 

“ Board of Trade Journal,” 3lst May last) to 10th prox. The 

upset price remains the same as before, viz., 148,985 pesetas, or 
about 4,6001. 


The “ Madrid Gazette ” of 12th inst. contains a notice calling for 
Tenders to be presented up to 27th inst., for 
Clothing Contract. the supply of 5,000 suits of linen drill, each 
suit to be composed of a jacket, two pairs of 
trousers, and a cap, for the use of the prisoners in the State Prisons 
in Spain, at the upset price of 12 pesetas, or about 7s. 6d., per suit. 


The same “ Gazette” contains a notice extending the time for the 

presentation of Tenders for the construction 

Public Works. and working of the water supply in the City of 

Grenada, the estimated cost of which is 

200,000/., from 12th May last (see notice in the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” p. 104 of 19th April) to 23rd prox. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 15th inst., contains a notice calling for 
Tenders to be presented up to 11th prox., for 
Public Works. the construction of works in connection with 
. the bringing of water from Jarama to Madrid, 
the upset price being 114,792 pesetas 33 cents, or about 3,600I. 
The ‘‘ Gazettes ” containing the foregoing notices may be seen 
at the Office of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
a2 
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The “ Madrid Gazette” of 15th inst. contains a notice calling for 

Tenders, to be delivered by 25th prox., for the 

Public Works. construction of the new works for bringing 

water from E] Campo de la Verdad to a junction 

with the line from La Quinta to the city of Burgos, at the upset 
price of 97,944 pesetas 28 cents, or, say about 3,060I. 

The above numbers of the Gazette may be seen at the Office 
of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


PORTUGAL. 


The “ Lisbon Gazette” of the 9th inst. contains a notice calling 

iilaiiien for Tenders, to be delivered by 25th prox., for 

ee the concession of certain mines, two of lead, 

Mining and one each of graphite, tin, and wolfram, in 

the district of Vizeu. The competition is to be 
in the amount of royalty to be paid. 

The “Gazette” containing this notice, which includes short 
particulars of the mines and of the conditions of concession, may be 
seen at the office of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Concessions. 


The “Lisbon Gazette” of 13th inst. contains a notice calling 
for Tenders, to be delivered by 25th prox., for 
the concession of three copper mines in the 
district of Beja, which have been adjudged aban- 
doned by order of the Civil Governor of the 
district. The competition is to be in the amount of royalty to be 
paid. 


Tenders for 


Concessions. 


The “Lisbon Gazette” of 14th inst. contains a notice calling for 
Tenders, to be delivered by 23rd inst., for the 

Tenders for Flax. supply of 120 tons of white flax. Russian flax 
is admissible. 

The “Gazettes” containing these notices may be seen at the oflice 
of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 am, 
and 5 p.m. 
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ITALY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from H.M. Acting-Consul at Genoa, stating 
Tenders for that Tenders are invited by the Direction- 
Grease and Soap. General of the Naval Arsenal at Spezia, not 
later than the 27th inst., at 11 a.m., for the supply of grease and 
soap. 
Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


The United States Acting-Consul at Chemnitz reports that, 
, a according to newspaper reports from Milan, 
aoeneenne “4 the Italian Minister of Railroads has authorised 
Rolling Stock. the Italian Meridional, Mediterranean and 
Sicilian Railway Companies to invite bids for 123 locomotives, 
460 baggage cars and 2,673 freight cars, estimated to cost 
1,850,000/. He states that the competition is open to the 
world, but is unable to give the time limit of bids. 


UNITED STATES. 


A despatch, dated 25th June last, has been received at the Foreign 
The Office from the British Commercial Agent at 
Sian eatin Washington, in which it is stated that only a 
* comparatively small quantity of British cement 
goes to Chicago, though a considerable quantity reaches that city 
trom other European countries. According to some, this is owing 
to the good show of cement that Germany and Belgium made at 
the World’s Fair. They increased their trade then, and have 
continued to do so since. Others, again, say that it is because 
the British manufacturers do not push their brands as much as 
the other two countries named. Tew travellers selling cement 
arrive in Chicago, and while both the Belgian and German makers 
advertise frequently in the trade and other newspapers, British 
manufacturers do it but seldom. 

Though a considerable quantity of cement is being manufactured 
in the United States the demand is greater than the supply. If 
British makers cannot compete with their European competitors 
in price, there ought to be an opening in the States for British 
capital to be invested in the manufacture of high-class cement. 
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CUBA. 


* American Trade” of 15th June, 1900, states that never in the 
history of Cuba have so many farming imple- 

im: lethente. ments been imported as at present. All along 

P __ the wharves there are to be seen the latest 
improved farming implements of all kinds which are imported 
from the States. 

There is a general disposition on the part of the planters of 
Cuba to provide themselves with better facilities for working their 
lands. Agents of some of the leading manufacturers of farming 
implements in the States have been travelling over the island and 
have awakened considerable interest in the matter of farming 
implements of all kinds. 

The greatest demand at present is for the double disc plough 
which seems to answer the purpose for the hard clay soil of Cuba 
better than any other. The plough is arranged with a sharp 
wheel which not only revolves but at the same time pushes its 
way through the soil, A knife borders on the wheel and keeps it 
clear of clay. The plough has been tested and has proved a great 
success in all parts of the island. 

Those who have the ploughs for sale in Havana state that the 
sale of them has been almost wonderful during the past few days 
and that the orders which are being received are not confined to 
any one province but that many of them are being shipped to all 
parts of the island. 

Cultivators adapted to the clay soil of Cuba and which are 
provided with an appliance to keep them clear of the sticky soil 
are in great demand. 


CHINA. 


The report on the trade of the port of Chefoo for the year 1899, 
’ issued by the Chinese Imperial Maritime 
ae Customs, states that the growth of the silk 
‘ trade has been remarkable, and it would 
advance rapidly were there four or five steam filatures (for which 
there is ample room), instead of one only, which is owned by 
Chinese but leased to and run by an English and a Chinese firm 
conjointly. The atmosphere at Chefoo is so dry that it is one of 
the best places in the world for reeling silk. Cocoons are plentiful 
and cheap, so long as there is not too much competition in buying. 
A very lucrative business would be made by managers of steam 
filatures if judgment and discretion held sway in deciding when 
to buy and what price to pay for cocoons. 
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The Treaty Ports in Northern China are Newchwang on the 
Gulf of Liaotung, Tientsin, near the mouth of the Peiho—on the 
road to Pekin, Ghefoo’ inthe Shantung’’Peninsula, close tothe 
British Settlement at. Wei-hai+wei, and Tsingtao, the chief port in 
the German territory round Kiaochow Bay. The following tables. 
show the value of the imports into and exports from these four 
ports in the years 1898 and 1899, and: are based on the Trade 
Reports for those years issued by. the Chinese Imperial Maritime 
Customs. The year 1899, however, was the first year for which-a 
report has been issued for Kiaochow, and the figures for that: port 
in the following tables are for six months only, the Custom House 
there having been opened on the Ist July, 1899 :— 


_ Value of Imports into Treaty 1 Ports i in Northern China. 


| 
1898, | 1899, 
Ports. 
Nativ | Nati 
Foreign Goods. | Foreign Goods. | Native 
H. Taels. H. Taels. | H. Taels. H. Taels. 
Newchwang ... 10,577,000 4,416,000 | 21,776,000 5,966,000 
Tientsin ... seg 32,580,000 18,391,000 | 32,280,000 22. 624, 000 
Chefoo ... AN 14,543,000 4,033,000 | 12,271,000 5,587, 000 
Kiaochow | No returns. No returns, 220,000* 1 108,000* 
| 


Nore. —The average value of the Haikwan tael was, in 1898, 2s, 10$d., and, i in 
1899, 3s. 


Value of Native Produce of Local Origin Exported from Treaty Ports 
in Northern China. 


| 
1898. | 1899. 
To Foreign’ To Chinese tl To Foreign To Chinese 
Ports. Ports, | Ports. Ports, 
H. Taels. H.Tacls. | H. Taels. H. Taels. 
Newchwang _... 7,179,000 10,269,000 | 8,691,000 11,926,000 
Tientsin... 489,000 11,605,000 884,000 14,817,000 
Chefoo ... ate 1,675,000 5,988,000 1,966,000 8,300,000 
Kiaochow | No returns. No returns, Nil. 883,000* 


* Six months ended 31st December, 1899. 


Newchwang.—The figures in the above tables do not cover the 
whole trade of the port. Newchwang is one of the ports where a 
large junk trade still flourishes: no statistics’ of it exist, 
but rough; estimates may be made, Inquiries in this direction 
show that about 1,200 junks from other provinces’ in China arrived: 
during the year 1899, and that the value of the cargoes bronght' and’ 
taken away by them anounted to not far short of 20 millions of 
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taels. It wil] be thus seen that this port is a considerable factor 
in the Chinese trade, and must, at any rate of late years, be ranked 
as one of the most important of the Treaty ports. Among the 
causes which brought about the trade prosperity of the year may 
be noted the increase in population, partly due to the labour 
employed on the railways, but also largely due to the taking up of 
new land beyond the palisade by immigrants from Shantung and 
Chihli; the phenomenal goodness of the bean crop, backed by 
excellent harvests of the other grains produced so prolifically by 
the rich soil and fine climate of Manchuria; and the high prices 
obtainable for produce generally, owing to scarcity in the neigh- 
bouring provinces. The year was an unequalled one for the 
farmers, and their prosperity shows itself in the great feature of 
the year’s trade—the extraordinary development in imports. But 
above all, this improvement in trade is due to the opening of the 
Japanese market. Before this market was open to Manchurian pro- 
duce the trade at this port was comparatively insignificant. Since 
Japan demanded the local staples in such quantity, and was willing 
and able to give such prices for them, Newchwang trade has moved 
by leaps and bounds. The demand for exports has led to their 
greatly enhanced supply. ‘The profits from their sale have increased 
the purchasing power of the people of Manchuria and raised their 
standard of living. The advantage is mutual, as may be seen by the 
prominent position Japanese goods are now assuming on the import 
lists. It must not be forgotten that the lightness of internal 
taxation in Manchuria has rendered possible this sudden growth of 
trade. 


Tientsin—With regard to the imports in 1899, cotton piece 
goods represent an increase from 16 million taels in 1898 to 174 
million taels. The small quantity of English yarn imported has 
shown but little variation during the past four years; that of 
Indian yarn has declined from 190,000 to 103,000 piculs, while 
the import of Japanese yarn has risen steadily from 7,000 piculs, 
valued at 111,000 taels, to 153,000 piculs, valued at 3,500,000 
taels. 

As regards exports from Tientsin, most of the native produce 
sent abroad goes vid Shanghai, and is, therefore, included in the 
table under “‘ exports to Chinese ports.” The chief direct export 
abroad is Hankow tea to Russia. There was an increase in 1899 
over 1898 in nearly all the chief products, both those in which 
foreign merchants are interested—such as bristles, horsehair, skins 
and wool—and those handled solely by the Chinese, é.c., ground 
nuts, dates, medicines, &c. The output of North China coal was 
greater in 1899 than in 1898, but the competition of Japanese 
coal checks the quantity of the export to Shanghai and to New- 
chwang. 
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Chefoo.—As seen in the above table the net value of foreign 
goods imported into Chefoo in 1899 showed a decrease of 
2} million taels, as compared with 1898, and the whole loss is 
accounted for under foreign goods imported from Chinese ports. 
The direct import trade held its own. 

The exports of native produce to Chinese ports show a decided 
increase in 1899. The very large export of yellow raw silk 
constitutes the striking feature of the year’s trade, 8,644 piculs, 
valued at Hk. taels 2,345,635, were shipped to Shanghai and 
Canton, against 1,879 piculs, valued at Hk. taels 471,796 during 
the previous year—an increase in quantity of 6,765 piculs, 
and in value of 1,873,889 Hk. taels. The silk crop in Shan- 
tung was good and superior to that of preceding years, 
although the quality was only an average one. On _ the 
opening of the market (in June) the price of yellow silk rose 
5 to 8 per cent., due to a steady demand from Europe, 
and a few weeks later it advanced 15 and even 20 per cent. over 
the preceding year’s quotations. The Shantung hand-spinner, 
notwithstanding advice given and example placed before him, will 
not improve his mode of spinning or lessen the diameter of his 
reel, with the result that his silk could not in 1899 realise the high 
prices paid for tsatlees of other provinces, which in some instances 
were 35 per cent. over the quotations in 1898. Shantung silk 
obtained in 1899 a somewhat larger market in Europe, as the 
Cantonese exporters failed to realise at first the importance of the 
European demand, and did not act on it. On the whole the season 
was good for the grower, whose profit was 10 per cent. larger than 
that of 1898 ; for the spinner, who disposed of his silk quickly and 
at higher figures ; and also for the exporter, who, on account of 
the progressive rise, managed to sell his silk at unhoped-for prices. 

Kiaochow.—The Bay of Kiaochow is some 15 miles across from 
east to west and north to south. Five small streams enter it, but 
none are navigable. The deep-water anchorages, suitable for 
foreign vessels of deep draught are confined to the south-eastern 
portion of the bay, into which, at the entrance, the Tsingtao 
Promontory stretches itself, extending in a westerly direction and 
affording safe anchorage against northerly winds on its southern 
side, and against southerly winds on its northern side. 

The new port of Tsingtao, formerly a poor fishing village, of no 
use for the commerce of the bay, owing to its greater distance by 
land and by water from the principal inland marts than the other 
inter-bay junk ports, is rapidly being transformed into a beautiful 
modern city, which gives promise of soon rivalling in many respects 
the finest cities in the East. An extensive system of drainage is 
being carried out and fine wide streets are being cut out of the solid 
rock ; electric lighting, telephone, waterworks, afforestation, are all 
being rapidly pushed forward; commodious houses, fine hotels, 
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offices and workshops are springing up in every direction. The 
former Chinese inhabitants have been bought out and moved to a 
neatly constructed model town, with wide streets and proper 
drainage, in the neighbourhood of the inner northern harbour. 
Thus, with the Chinese population living apart under healthy con- 
ditions, and everything possible being done for sanitation generally, 
with a magnificent climate—milder than Chefoo in winter 
and equally cool in summer—and with fine sea bathing and a lofty 
mountain range suitable for summer retreats in close proximity, 
Tsingtao bids fair to rival all other ports in the East as a health 
resort. 


As acommercial port the future of Tsingtao appears likewise 
full of promise. Its present drawbacks—the unprotected anchor- 
ages and absence of wharves necessitating discharge into cargo- 
boats and involving delay and expense to vessels and cargo, and 
the absence of good roads inland suitable for the transport of 
goods—will soon be things of the past. Two new harbours, with 
wharves for vessels to go alongside of, with rails, “ go-downs ” 
(warehouses) and all modern appliances, are in course of construc- 
tion ; the smaller of the two, suitable for coasting steamers, will 
probably be ready by the end of the year 1900, while the’ other, 
suitable for the largest size vessels, will take several years more to 
complete. The railway, which is likewise in course of construction, 
will have its terminus at Tsingtao, and connect the port with 
Kiaochow and the other important cities of the rich north-western 
parts of the province, and traverse the chief coal, silk, and straw 
braid districts. 


Coal of good quality is reported to have been found at Wei- 
hsien and Po-shan. Since the market for good coal is practically 
unlimited on the China coast, and Tsingtao has the advantage of 
not being frozen up in winter, this article alone should suffice to 
ensure its success as a commercial port. With coal as the basis of 
its prosperity, the chances of success will be immensely improved, 
if, as may be reasonably expected, iron, copper, and other ore can 
be brought to and manufactured in Kiaochow, the more so as the 
terms of the Customs Convention offer special advantages for the 
establishment in the German Pachtgebiet (sphere of influence) of 
industrial works and factories. 


The old Junk Ports in Kiaochow Bay.—The old inter-bay junk 
ports which Tsingtao naturally hopes to supersede in time, are 
Taputou, on the western, or Kiaochow side, and Nuku and 
Tsangkou, on the eastern, or Chi-mo (now German) side of the bay. 
Of these, Taputou the port, or rather landing stage, of the district 
city of Kiaochow, is by far the most important of the three, con- 
ducting about six-tenths of the commerce of the bay. The distance 
from Taputou to Kiaochow is about eight miles, and during nine 


daly 19, 1900.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 131 


Trade a the ete Ports in Northern China. 


months of the year the road, or rather cart ease aie city 
and port is covered with an incessant stream of carriers of all sorts— 
wheel-barrows, carts, mules, donkeys, and coolies—conyeying 
goods to and from the go-downs. ‘This traffic ceases with the rains, 
when the whole country becomes a swamp. ‘l'aputou lies at the 
confluence of the Yiin-mo-ho and the Ku-ho, and consists of a 
large number of commodious, if frail, warehouses for storing the 
cargo which is all landed or shipped there. The channel leading 
up to Taputou is shallow and intricate, and the upper part of it is 
navigable at high water only. 

The trade of this place is jn the hands of a number of wealthy 
and highly respectable firms chiefly from Fuhkien and Chehkiang, 
established at Kiaochow many generations ago, and enjoying a 
high reputation for integrity. Most of these firms have extensive 
go-downs at Taputou, which are rarely empty, and some of them 
have an interest in the junks trading there. 

Shipping in North China Ports.—The following table shows the 
total number of vessels, steamers and sailing, entered and cleared 
at the ports of Newchwang, Tientsin, and Chefoo in the year 1899, 
distinguishing the various flags :— 


Flag. Newchwang. | Tientsin. Chefoo. 
No. | Tons. | No. Tons. No. Tons. 
Steamers :— 
British ... 346 356,270 580 601,028 || 1,210 1,184,641 
American...) 2 1,774. — pots 4 3,548 
German cas es 94 82,074 $8 74,230 406 310,406 
Danish .. + 4,978 2 4,978 
Swedish and Norwegian 46 40,548 18 15,282 92 74 ‘304, } 
Russian 26 16,274 || — 319 | 143,990 
Japanese 884] 338,238 || 142] 132,630 || 403] 378, 
Chinese pits «|. 220 140,766 | 816 734,144 817 600,522 
Total, Steemers ...{1,120 | 980,922 1,654 | 1,557,214 || 3,261 | 2,704,112 
Sailing Veasels : 
British . nee 24 13,724 | 16 12,778 28 19,090 
American. 4 2, 442 20 12,872 2 3,006 
German ier 4 1, 788 | §94 || — 
Japanese 8 6, 864 | — 
Total, Sailing Vessels 44 25,496 38 26,544 30 22,096 
Grand total __.. | 1,164 | 1,006,418 | 1,692 1,588,758 8,291 | 2,726,208 


The chipping tables appended to the report 6 on » Kinochow. are not 
so complete as those for the other ports of Northern China, but it 
is stated in the report that during the last six months of. 1899, 
205 foreign vessel of 186,596 tons entered, and 204 of 183, 025 
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tons cleared at Tsingtao. 129 vessels of which 111 belong to the 
subsidised mail line, were German, 41 British, 14 Russian, 11 
Japanese, 3 American, 3 Chinese, 2 Norwegian, 1 Danish, and 1 
Corean. 

From the above table it will be seen that British shipping 
predominates in the waters of Northern China as it does on the 
Yangtze in Central China, and on the West River in the South. 
Taking the three principal ports—Newchwang, Tientsin, and 
Chefoo—shipping under the British flag is responsible for 41-2 per 
cent. of the total vessels, steamers and sailing, entered and 
cleared in 1899. Chinese comes next with 27°8 per cent., then 
Japanese 15°5 per cent., German 8°9 per cent., Russian 3 per 
cent., Swedish and Norwegian 2-4 per cent., and American 0:5 
per cent. 


THE DEVELOPMENT OF GERMAN SOUTH-WEST 
AFRICA. 

The value of the imports into German South-West Africa in 
1898 amounted to about 293,400/., as against 244,300/. in the pre- 
ceding year, or an increase of nearly 50,000/. The exports amounted 
to about 45,790/. in value, as against 62,330/. last year, or a 
decrease of about 16,500/. The falling-off in the export trade is 
attributed in a large measure to continual heavy weather at sea, 
which greatly interfered with the export of guano from Cape Cross. 
The duties on imports and exports combined produced 1,700I. less 
than the previous year, in spite of the fact that the duties on 
imports gave an increase of 2,000/. The decrease of 3,700/. on the 
duties on exports is said to have been due to the above referred to 
interference in the guano trade, to the fact that the export duty on 
guano has been reduced from 35 marks to 22 marks 50 pf. per ton, 
and to the dislocation of the land communications in consequence 
of the precautions taken against rinderpest contagion. Guano is 
the chief article exported, but the india-rubber trade shows a 
satisfactory upward tendency. 


Imports into German South-West Africa in 1898. 


Principal Articles. Value. 
& 

Tron ani ironware... oes 38,500 
Groceries and comestibles abe 35,950 


July 19, 1900.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 133 


The Development of German South-West Africa. 


The gross value of the goods imported in 1898 amounted to 
293,4141., of which articles to the value of 244,180/. were imported 
from Germany, of 40,0001. from the Cape, and of 7,500/. from 
England. 

The country is suitable, especially Namaland, for sheep, and the 
imported breeds have done well, but have given better results 
when kept pure than when crossed with the native breeds. Angora 
goats thrive very satisfactorily. 

The Berkshire pigs imported by the Government have done 
very well indeed, and are now being spread over the Protectorate 
generally. 

Turkey and ostrich rearing is still in the experimental stage. 

The latest reports relative to the progress of the Swakopmund— 
Windhoek Railway line state that it is being continued beyond 
Dorstrivier (130 kiloms. from the coast) towards Karibib, and 
that it was expected that it would reach the 150th kilom. in 
December, and Karibib in the spring. From there to Windhoek 
is 200 kiloms., and it is estimated that at the present rate of 
progression, namely, 5} kiloms. a month, for the permanent way, 
Windhoek will not be reached for another three years, but a hope 
is expressed that when the difficulties that have hitherto impeded 
work on the line have been overcome, the rate of progress may be 
accelerated. Already two trains a day run on the completed 
portion, and the traffic is such as to encourage the belief that the 
line will be remunerative. 

The white population of German South-West Africa, consisted 
on Ist January, 1899, of 2,873 souls (men, women, and children). 
Of these, 1,879 were Germans, 173 English, 419 from the Cape, 79 
from various countries, and 323 Transvaal Boers. Of the Germans, 
776 were officials or soldiers, 123 traders, 34 missionaries, 112 
settlers, and 505 labourers. No census of the native population 
can at present be taken on account of the nomadic habits of the 
natives, but the numbers of the native tribes in the Herero district 
and Namaland have been much diminished by sickness and poverty. 
The above details are from a report received at the Foreign Office 
from H.M. Iimbassy at Berlin. (Miscellaneous Series, 528.) 
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STATE ENCOURAGEMENT TO INDUSTRY IN 
HUNGARY. 


The Commercial Attaché to. H.M. Embassy at Vienna in a 
report to the Foreign Office on State encouragement to industry in 
Hungary, remarks that it may, perhaps, be quoted as a generally 
recognised principle in the national economy of modern States 
that agricultural and industrial development should proceed as far 
as possible side by side. A country, which is either purely agri- 
cultural or purely industrial, is incomplete from an economic point 
of view, and it is undoubtedly only. by the proper co-operation 
of these two factors that an ideal economic position can be 
reached. 

Since the re-establishment of the Hungarian Constitution in 
1867, this principle, as far as the economic policy of the country 
is concerned, has been the guiding star of successive Hungarian 
Statesmen, who have spared no efforts to encourage the founding 
of national industries in a country which but a few years ago was 
purely agricultural. 

A glance at the census returns is ‘sufficient to show the. essen- 
tially agrarian character of Hungary. No less than 76°83 per cent. 
of its total. population is formed by an agricultural community, 
whilst the industrial classes only number 5:26 per cent. This 
disproportion is still more clearly marked by comparing the total 
number of agricultural labourers with the total number of workers 
of all kinds. In this case the percentage of agricultural labourers 
is no less than 78°46 per cent. 

A further proof of the agricultural character of Hungary is fur- 
nished by the trade returns, which show that about 75 per cent. of 
Hungary’s importations consists of manufactured_ goods, whilst 
some 85 per cent. of her exports represent either agrarian produce 
or articles manufactured directly from such produce. 

It is in the face of conditions such as these that Hungary has 
had to strive, and is still striving, in the direction of industrial 
development. The Government, whilst recognising the fact. that 
industrial activity must. primarily be the outcome. of private 
initiative, has nevertheless from time to time framed laws, the 
object of which has been to encourage industrial enterprise and to 
attract foreign capital. The general aim of all these laws has 
been to encourage the development of existing industries as well 
as the creation of new ones by means of a system of State privileges 
and exemptions granted for a longer or shorter period, according 
to the circumstances of the case in question. 

Opinions may differ as to the soundness of an economic policy 
which grants systematic State assistance to industry. But, as far 
as Hungary is concerned, the special economic conditions of the 
country must be taken into due consideration. Briefly stated, 
there are two great obstacles in the way of industrial development 
in Hungary. The first is the competition of the old-established 
industries of Austria, against whose products, owing to the com- 
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mercial union between the two countries; no customs barrier 
exists ; and the second is the scarcity of skilled industrial work- 
men. Conditions such as these amply account’ for the special aid 
given by the Hungarian Government to bara tent. the foundation 
of home industries. 

Statistics show that these efforts: are sheeting with 
success. During the nine years ending 3lst December, 1898, no 
fewer than 1,609 new industrial establishments comimenced opera- 
tions in Hungary, with a total: capital of 206,706,814 crowns. 
These establishments, which employ some 45, 000 hands, may be 
classified as producing the following articles :— 


Alimentary products steam flour mills), 666 
Wooden articles ate 182 
Scientific instruments ose 2 


Although it must not be inferred. that these results are entirely 
due to State influence, yet there is no doubt that the assistance 
afforded by the Government has been a pow erful factor in estab- 
lishing so satisfactory a record. 

It may be interesting to glance at the ‘record of industrial 
development in Hungary during the year 1899 and at the same 
time to note the material assistance afforded by the Government 
to industrial enterprise during this period. 

During the year 1899, 175 new factcries were started in Hungary. 
Seventy-eight of these are engaged in the manufacture of “food 
products, principally small. steam flour’ mills. The remainder 
comprise wood factories, distilleries, breweries, glass, pottery, 
chemical, iron and textile factories. 

Of the new factories started in 1899, 24 have been erected 
with the assistance and co-operation of the Hungarian Ministry 
of Commerce, special encouragement ‘having been given to the: 
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textile, chemical and iron industries. These 24 factories possess 
a share capital of 29,000,000 crowns, and employ at present 
7,900 workmen. The factories in question may be classified as 
follows :— 

Eight textile factories employing 3,540 workmen and 1,980 new 

mechanical looms. The two principal of these factories possess 
capitals of 8,600,000 and 1,130,000 crowns respectively. Six 
chemical factories, five iron and metal factories, one fine leather 
factory, one celluloid and paper factory, one ceramic products 
factory, one harness factory, and one mining establishment. 
_ During the year 1899 a sum of 395,400 crowns was expended 
in State subventions to factories. Of this amount, however, 
206,600 crowns was expended by reason of subventions granted 
previous to 1899. 

State favours were granted last year to the following factories, 
numbering 82 in all:—16 textile factories, 13 chemical factories, 
12 food factories, 11 iron and metal factories, seven pottery factories, 
six machinery factories, four wood factories, three glass factories, 
two paper factories, one tools factory, one wearing apparel factory, 
one leather factory, one electrical plant factory, and four mining 
establishments. 

_ It should be observed that the majority of these factories were 
in enjoyment of State favours prior to 1899. 

; During the year 1899 a sum of 4,298,000 crowns was invested 
in the extension of certain existing factories, principally textile, 
chemical and iron. 

At the present time the Hungarian Ministry of Commerce is 
engaged in negotiations concerning the erection of 28 large 
factories, comprising :—14 textile factories (which if carried into 
effect would represent a capital of 18,400,000 crowns, and employ 
1,200 to 1,500 mechanical looms and 5,000 workmen); six 
chemical factories (one wood-pulp factory, two indiarubber factories, 
one aluminium factory, one carbide factory, and one lighting 
material factory), which, if carried into effect, would represent 
a capital of 5,000,000 to 6,000,000 crowns, and employ some 2,000 
workmen ; further, two iron and metal factories, two preserved food 
factories, two coal briquette factories, one malt (export) factory, 
and one shoe factory. These latter if erected would represent a 
capital of some 4,000,000 crowns and would employ about 3,000 
workmen. 

The negotiations in reference to the erection of the above 
factories, although well advanced, are not yet concluded. 

In addition to the State encouragement and assistance afforded 
to factories and other large industrial establishments in Hungary, 
it is likewise the policy of the Government to aid and encourage 
the development of small industrial undertakings which for the 
most part are carried on in workshops (Kleingewerbe). During 
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the year 1899 State assistance has been afforded to the workshop 
industries of Hungary as follows :— 

1. Machines to the value of 28,096 crowns were delivered 
gratis. Of these machines two were employed in the wood 
business, nine in iron and metal manufacture, four in textile 
manufacture, one in fancy leather manufacture, and three in 
sundry manufactures. 

2. A sum of 43,600 crowns was expended in the education of 
apprentices. 

3. A sum of 10,600 crowns was expended in the purchase of 
raw material. 

4, Practical lectures were organised for shoe makers, tailors, 
and potters at a total expense of 12,200 crowns. 

5. Exhibitions were arranged for the display of new tools and 
machines suitable for small industries at a cost of 22,400 crowns. 

6. Twenty associations of small industrials were formed with 
a total membership of 1,899 members. The subscribed capital 
amounted to 223,164 crowns in 4,881 shares. This brings the 
total number of small industrial associations in Hungary up to 31 
with a membership of 2,857, a share total of 7,378 and a capital 
of 557,673 crowns. State subvention was granted in 1899 to as 
many as 20 of these associations, amounting in all to 126,400 crowns. 

An interesting feature in connection with Hungary's industrial 
aspirations is the recent re-organisation of the commercial museum 
which has been converted into a State institution, the precise aim 
of which is the promotion of Hungarian trade, both import and 
export. An intelligence department has been created for the 
purpose of enabling merchants and manufacturers to obtain speedy 
and reliable information concerning the credit of foreign firms, 
foreign import duties, freights, usages in foreign markets, and 
what demand there may be for particular articles which Hungary 
might be in a position to supply. Samples of such articles will 
be collected and will be labelled with all necessary particulars, 
such as prices, import duties, freights, &c. It is further intended 
to send agents abroad to study the requirements of foreign markets 
and to report thereon. Special exhibitions of articles of home as 
well as foreign manufacture will be held from time to time to 
enable foreigners to study Hungarian products, and at the same 
time to give the Hungarian manufacturer an opportunity of seeing 
what is produced in other countries. 

During the past year the Ministry of Commerce has made 
arrangements for the publication three times a week of a leaflet 
containing extracts from Consular reports, notices of openings for 
tenders both at home and abroad, and further any alterations in 
Customs Tariffs or regulations. This publication is delivered 
gratis to persons interested. The number of copies delivered 
during 1899 amounted to some 3,000, (Woreign Office, Miscel- 
laneous Series, 531.) 
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TH E STATE OF AMAZONAS. (BRAZIL) AND THE 

RUBBER INDUSTRY. 

‘The State of Amazonas, the greatest in area of the United States 
of Brazil, lies between longitudes 74° W. and 54° W., and between 
latitudes 4° N. and 10° S., having a total area of about 600,000 
square miles. It is bounded on the north by British Guiana and 
Venezuela; on the west by Columbia, Peru, and Bolivia ; on the 
south by the State of Matto Grosso; and on the east by the State 
of Para. 

On the north and west frontiers there are some highlands and 
plateaux, but for the most part the State consists of vast, low- 
lying, forest-clad plains intersected by the innumerable tributaries 
of the River Amazon. These, rising in the Andes, converge to the 
main stream of the Amazon, named in this State the Solimoes. 
Flowing as they do, through flat country, their course is 
generally extremely sinuous, and their current sluggish, The 
course of the main stream, on the contrary, is comparatively straight 
and the current swift, that is to say, about four miles per hour. 
Flowing from west to east the Solimoes divides the State into two, 
about equal, parts, and forms a most important highway for com- 
merce between Para, situated at the mouth of the Amazon, Manos, 
the capital of the State of Amazonas, and Iquitos, situated in Peru, 
being navigable as far as the latter part at all times of the year for 
vessels drawing not. more than 12 feet. The distances between 
Manaos and other points on the Amazon and its tributaries will be 
found in Tables Nos. 1 and 3. 

It is’ noticeable that the majority of the larger tributaries of 
the Solimoes, namely, the Javary, which forms the boundary 
between Brazil and Peru, the J utahy, Jurua, Purus, and Madeira, 
flow from. south to north, whilst only one large tributary, the 
Negro, and two smaller, the Japura and I¢a, or Putumayo, enter 
the main stream from the north. Although no mountains occur 
until the extreme north and west frontiers of the State are 
reached, yet, on the whole, the part lying to the north of the 
Solimoes i is considerably higher and less swampy than that lying 
to the south. On the Upper reaches of the Rio Branco, a tribu- 
tary of the Negro, large grass-covered plains, known locally as 
«Campos Geraes,” occur, on which a considerable number of cattle 
are raised. For this very reason, however, that part of the State 
is at present of less value, and is less explored than the southern 
part, where the immense tracts of swampy land produce the 
invaluable ‘“ Hevea Braziliensis,” from which the rubber is extracted. 

The recent report of the British Vice-Consul at Manaos, from 
which the above description is taken, says that it may indeed be 
said that.the whole commercial importance of the State depends 
upon the extraction of rubber which is the paramount native 
industry. 

The following tables show (I.) the distance from Manaos to the 
ultimate ports on various rivers, and (II.) to Para and. to various 
ports abroad, and (III.) an éstimate of the total world’s supply and 
consumption of rubber :— 
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Manaos to— Distance. River. 
Miles, 
to, Antonio ... 697 Madeira. 
Days. 
Alto Acre... 39* Puris 
Bocca do Breu 50* Jurua 
Ouro Preto ... 21* Jutahy . 
Bocca do Jaquirana... 20* Javary 
Pongo de Manscriche 24* Solimoes 
Camanéos_.... 8* | Rio Negro 
Boa Vista... ive 10* | Rio Branco 


Steaming from Manaos. 


Note.—Tke number of days includes those spent at various points called at 
during the voyage. 


Manaos to— | Distance. 
Miles, 
Havre ... 4,905 
Liverpool 5,149. 
New York 4,240 
Ii. 
Production of Rubber. 
Producing Countries. of Rubber 
‘Lons. 
Amazon district (Brazil, Peru, 25,000. 
Rest of South America... ove 3,500 
Central America and Mexico 2,500 
Java, Borneo, and Eastern Archipelazo .. | 1,000 
and West Africa | 24,000, 
Madagascar and Mauritius ' 1,000 
India, Burmah, and Ceylon | 500 
Total 57,500 
Consumption Rubber. 
, Estimated Quantity 
Consuming Countries, of Rubber 
_ consumed annually. 
Tons. 
United States and Canada .. 21,000 
United Kingdom ... 21,000 
Europe (excepting United Kingdom) oe 15,500 
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AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


TASMANIA. 


The official “‘ Hobart Gazette” of the 29th May last contains the 
, a following list of decisions affecting the appli- 
Tariff Decisions. of the Tasmanian Customs Tariff 
* Aluminium—Ingots, rods, bars, sheet, and plates, not per- 
“ forated or worked: Free. 
* Aneroids, Surveyors’: Free. 
“ Axle-boxes, as axles: Free. 
“* Bag-fillers, hoppers, and elevators, for chaff-cutters: Free. 
** Brushes, whitewash and distemper, es tools: Free. 
‘“‘ Battery, Faraday, as surgical instruments: Free. 
“ Bottles, glass-stoppered (as ground): ad valorem, 20 per cent. 
“ Bolts, shackle, portion of shackle, as carriage-makers’ iron- 
“work: Free. 
“ Branding irons, as tools: Free. 
“ Bird seeds, assorted: 4d. per lb. 
“ Cement, Pioneer: ad valorem, 20 per cent. 
“ Dressing, bootmakers’, viz., Bridgewater, Miller's, and others : 
“ Free. 
“ Eyes, glass: ad valorem, 20 per cent. 
‘Generator, acetylene gas, as machinery: ad valorem, 10 per 
cent. 
“ Hemp, in balls, Blake’s ‘Sole Sewing Thread’: Free. 
_ “ Hop bitters, as spirituous compounds: 1s. per gallon. 
“Tron, checkered plate, as plate iron or steel, unmanufactured : 
Free. 
“ Ink, curriers’, as dye stuff: Free. 
“ Jack, hydraulic, as machinery : ad valorem, 10 per cent. 
‘“* Moulds—assayers’ button, and confectioners’ rubber moulds, 
“as tools: Free. 
“ Metal, plastic, as Babbitt’s metal: Free. 
“ Machine, roller and registering: ad valorem, 20 per cent. 
“« Needles, sailmakers,’ as tools: Free. 
* Nails, saddlers,’ as saddlers’ ironmongery: Free. 
“ Qil, cotton-seed, when rendered unfit for other than manu- 
“ facturing purposes: Free. 
“ Plaster, asbestic fireproof, as asbestos, unmanufactured: Free. 
- “ Palm, sailmakers,’ as tools: Free. 
‘“‘ Pestle and mortar, as tools: Free. 
“ Polish, white, as French polish: Free. 
“ Springs—trace, buggy, lorry, and plough: ad valorem, 20 per 
** cent. 
“ Stones, scythe, as tools: Free. 
“« Shears or trimmers, tailors’, as tools: Free. 
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“ Tyre welder and upsetter, as tools: Free. 

“ Table, type-writing : ad valorem, 20 per cent. 

“ Velocite, as Babbitt’s metal: Free. 

‘“* Wire, copper-woven, unless part of machinery: ad valorem, 
** 20 per cent. 

“ Whisk, egg (for bakers and confectioners), as tools: Free. 

“ Washing machines: ad valorem, 20 per cent. 

‘* Differential blocks, as machine tools: Free. 

«Sure-grip’ hoists, as machine tools: Free.” 


GERMANY. 

With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 483 of the 
“ Inspection of fe Board of Trade Journal” for the 7th ult., 
* relative to the German “Inspection of Meat” 
Exemption of Bill which recently passed the Reichstag, the 
Meat Extract Board of Trade have now received information, 

"through the Foreign Office, that a German 
newspaper, the “‘ Norddeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung” of the 1st inst., 
contains a statement to the effect that meat extract has not been 
included under the provisions of the Bill, since the measure in 
question was framed exclusively for the protection of the public 
health, and no necessity has shown itself for the establishment of 

a control of this kind over the article referred to, The Bundesrath 

is empowered, however, to subject it to the rules of the Act, if the 

necessity should arise at some future time. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 24 of the 
* Board of Trade Journal” for the 5th inst. 


R bee ct ea respecting the German Law to prolong for one 
d year, from the 30th inst., the present legislation 
Salted Kingdom, regulating the commercial relations between 


the British and German Empires, the Board of 
Trade are now in receipt of information, through the Foreign 
Office, to the effect that the said Law was promulgated by the 
German Emperor on the 30th ult. 


GERMANY—CAROLINES PROTECTORATE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
vies copy of a German Decree, dated the 17th 
ee Gabber last, by which it is prohibited to 
4 he furnish natives of the Caroline, Pelew, and 
Marianne Islands, or other coloured persons 
Aleshalie Li ane residing in the Protectorate, with firearms, 
qers. explosives, or alcoholic liquors, except by 

special permission of the local administrative authority. 
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Offenders against this prohibition are liable to a term of 
imprisonment not exceeding three months, or to a fine not 
exceeding 1,000 marks. The authorities may also decree the 
confiscation of any arms, ammunition, or explosives found in 
the possession of the offender, so far as these, in the opinion of the 
Court, exceed the personal requirements of the owner. 


SPAIN. 


A translation has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 
: Foreign Office, of a Spanish Royal Order, dated 
nanny the 23rd ult., relative to the Customs treatment 
a > Guten of sporting guns imported into Spain by 
porting * foreigners or exported by Spaniards going 
abroad. 


It is provided that the right of free passage, granted under Article 
152 of the Spanish Customs Regulations for carriages, velocipedes, 
&c., shall be considered to include sporting guns carried by Spanish 
sportsmen leaving the country. The interested parties must pre- 
sent themselves at the Custom House to obtain the requisite 
passes, and must there give all possible details respecting the marks 
on the firearms—such as the name of the manufacturer, number 
of the gun, calibre, number, and length of the barrels, type of gun 
(whether for caps, Lafaucheux or central fire), whether fitted with 
an automatic extractor, and any other particulars which may 
facilitate its identification when re-imported. Guns can be 
exported in this way for a period of three months, and can be 
re-imported through a different Custom House to that of export 
by using “ Pass 3. of Series C.” Similarly the right of free’ entry, 

nted in the case of goods specified in Article 141 of the 
Grote Regulations, is to be accorded, subject to the rules at 
present in force, to sporting guns imported by foreigners who 
come to shoot in Spain, Gusrantees will be required, as laid down 
in the actual regulations concerning firearms, in the case of guns 
not re-exported within the prescribed period of three months. On 
importation the same particulars must be given as for guns 
exported by Spaniards ; and exportation may take place through 
a different Custom House to that of entry, “ Pass 7 of Series B.,” 
being used for this purpose. 

{Note.—The following articles are temporarily admitted into 
Spain free of duty, for varying periods, under Article 141 of the 
Spanish Customs Regulations :— 

Hired vehicles and horses; velocipedes ; performing animals, 
portable theatres, waxworks and other articles for public spectacles ; 
agricultural implements, carts and horses for farm labour; and 
cattle entering Spain for purposes of pasturage. | 


| 
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With reference’to the notice which appeared at pp. 218—222 of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for the 3rd May last, 

Treatment of respecting the new Spanish Transport Tax 
Empty Bottles imposed by a Law of the 20th March last, 


under the the Board of Trade have now received, through 
Transport the Foreign Office, a translation of a Spanish 
Tax Law. Royal Order, dated the 30th ult., relative 


to the treatment of empty bottles under the 
provisions of the said Law. 

Empty cases of all kinds being specially exempted from payment 
of the'T'ax (Article 8, Parag.(h) of the Transport Tax Law), it has been 
decided that empty bottles shall be similarly exempted when they 
exhibit evident signs of having been used for purposes of transport; 
but that they shall be subject to the operation of the Tax if they 
are new and constitute an article of commerce. 


The Spanish “Gaceta de 11th inst. contains a 
’ Spanish Royal Order, dated the 1st inst., which 
Piayhig Cer an duty at the maximum rate of 
"0°25 peseta (24d.) per pack on playing cards 
manufactured in Spain. This tax is also to be charged, at the 
maximum rate, on all playing cards imported into Spain, and in 
the case of imported cards is to be levied by means of stamps 
affixed at the Custom House of the place of importation. 


PORTUGAL. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
Modifications in  CPY of a Portugese Law, dated the 13th July, 
Tariff of 1899, by which certain alterations have been 
Coniatens Dak effected in the scale of fees chargeable by 
°°8 Portuguese Consular Officers. The following ave 

the provisions of the Law :— 


Article 1.—‘ No. 48 of the Consular Tariff, approved by the 
* Law of the 5th May, 1898, is replaced by the following :— 

‘“* No. 48.—Endorsement of a declaration of cargo, in duplicate, 
‘“‘ whatever may be the kind and quantity of the cargo (it being 
‘understood that each declaration cannot include any goods 
‘‘ shipped on more than one vessel, or by more than one sender, or 
‘to more than one consignee), the fee to be paid by the shipper-— 
2,250 reis (10s. 2d.) 

‘“¢ §—Declarations of cargo are dispensed with for any volume 
‘of goods not exceeding 45,000 reis (10/. 2s. 6d.)-in value, and 
‘‘ whose weight may be less than 10 kilogrammes. 
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Article 2.—“ Nos. 51 to 59 of the aforesaid Tariff are replaced 
“ by the following— 

“‘ Clearance of a vessel, comprising certificate of the quantity 
“and quality of ballast ; bill of health ; endorsement of 
** pill of health ; muster-roll of the crew; endorsement of 
“ muster-roll with designation of ports of destination and 
“ declaration as to how the captain has observed the laws 
“ and regulations in force; authentication of any change in the 
“ muster-roll; endorsement of certificate of registration or deed 
“of property of the vessel ; endorsement of passengers’ list ; 
“endorsement of ship’s log (whatever may be the documents 
“ which, according to circumstances and requirements of Consular 
“ regulations, must be delivered or authenticated at each foreign 
“ port), the fee to be paid by the captain or master— 

a) ‘ Portuguese or foreign vessel, with cargo exceeding 180,000 
“ reis (401. 10s.) in value, 9,000 reis (21. 0s. 6d.) 

(b) “ Portuguese or foreign vessel, in ballast, or with cargo up 
“ to the value of 180,000 reis, 4,500 reis (11. 0s. 3d.) 

(c) “ Portuguese vessel engaged i in coasting-trade, in the cases 
“ specified under sections (a), (D) and (d), half of the respective 
“* fees. 

(d) “For clearance in any case not provided for by sections 
“ (a) and (Lb), the fee of 4,500 reis (11. 0s. 3d.) shall be charged.” 


PORTUGAL—“PORTUGUESE AFRICAN COLONIES). 


With reference to the notice which appears at p. 149 of this issue 
. ..,. of the “Journal” respecting the ratification of 
the African Liquor Traffic the Board 
Po Pot ell of Trade observe that the Portuguese “ Diario 
do Governo” of the 12th inst. contains a Decree 

promulgating a new system of taxation for alcohol and brandy 
manufactured in or imported into the Portuguese Colonies in 
Africa. The following duties will be leviable under the present 


Decree :— 
Reis.* 


1. In the districts of Congo and Ambriz (Import Duties) :— 
Alcohol and brandy ‘ain to 50 centesimal 


degrees Hectol. 12,600 
Ditto,for each 
above 50 centesimal degree above $252 
gr 50 degrees. 
2. In the districts of ‘ali Benguella and Mossamedes 
(Import Duties) :— 


(a) Alcohol, &c., imported from foreign countries :— 


* The value of the Portuguese milreis (= 1,000 reis) is 4*. 6. 
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Reis. 
Alcohol and plain spirits up to 50 
centesimal degrees... . Hectol. 25,101 
Ditto, ditto, above 50 centesimal degrees a 57,811 
Prepared spirits, cognac, gin, liqueurs, 
and other kinds of distilled beverages - 46,120 
(b) Alcohol, &c., of foreign production, im- 
ported from Portugal :— 
Alcohol and plain spirits up to 50 


centesimal degrees... 23,232 
Ditto, ditto, above 50 centesimal ‘degrees " 51,580 
Prepared spirits, cognac, gin, liqueurs, 

and other distilled beverages.. - 41,456 


(c) Alcohol, &c., of Portuguese production, 
imported from Portugal :— 
Alcohol and plain spirits up to 50 


centesimal degrees... 21,362 
Ditto, ditto, above 50 centesimal ‘degrees - 45,359 
Prepared spirits, cognac, gin, liqueurs, 

and other distilled beverages 36,783 


Alcohol and brandy produced in the districts of Congo, Loanda 
(including Ambriz), Benguella, Mossamedes, and Lunda (districts 
of the Province of Angola), are to be subject to the following 
duties :— 

Alcohol and spirits -_ to 50 centesimal 
degrees ... Hectol. 12,600 


Ditto, ditto, above 50 and up Ditto, for 259 


above 50 degiees and 
to 70 centesimal degrees up to 70 degrees. 


Ditto, ditto, above 70 centesi- Ditto, for each degree 509 
mal degrees. above 70 degrees. 
3. Inthe districts of Mozambique and Zambesia (Import Duties): — 
(a) Alcohol, &c., imported from foreign countries :— 
Alcohol and plain spirits, up to 50 cen- 
tesimal degrees po ... Hectol. 20,700 
Ditto, ditto, above 50 contesinal ‘degrees ” 45,000 
Prepared spirits, cognac, gin, — 
and other distilled beverages i si 37,09) 
(b) Alcohol, &c., of foreign production im- 
ported from Portugal : 
Alcohol and plain spirits up to 50 
centesimal degrees... 18,300 
Ditto, ditto, above 50 centesimal ‘degrees o 39,099 
Prepared spirits, cognac, gin, liqueurs, 
and other distilled beverages " 32,500 
Alcohol, &c., of Portuguese production, 
imported from Portugal :— 
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Reis, 
Alcohol and plain spirits, up to 50 cen- 
tesimal degrees ok Hectol. 15,900 
Ditto, ditto above 50 Contesimal degrees neh 33,000 
Prepared spirits, cognac, gin, liqueurs 
and other distilled beverages a 27,500 


Alcohol and spirits produced in the districts of Mozambique 
and Zambesa, in the Province of Mozambique, are to be subject to 
the following duties :— 


Alcohol and spirits, up to 50 centesi- 


mal degrees... ... Hectol 12,600 

Ditto, ditto, above 50 centesimal above exe 

degrees egree above ¢ 252 
50 degrees. 5) 


4. In Portuguese Guinea ‘t Duties) 
Alcohol and spirits - to 50 centesi- 
mal degrees. ... ... Hectol 12,600 


Ditto, ditto, above 50 alegre oxo 
degrees gree apove 


50 degrees. J 

Duties are leviable at the same rate on alcohol and spirits pro- 
duced in the Colony. 

{ Nore.—In the application of the proportional tax per hectolitre 
and per degree, a fraction of a degree is to be considered as a 
whole degree. | 

The Decree also provides that the Notification issued by the 
Portuguese Government on the Ist October, 1892, delimitating 
the zones of prohibition of alcoholic liquors in the former district 
of Cabo Delgado (now the Territories of the Nyassa Company), 
and in part of Portuguese Guinea, is to remain in force. It is also 
provided that in the Territories of the Nyassa Company, exclusive 
of the zone of prohibition, the same duties shall be levied on the 
production and importation of alcohol and spirits as in the districts 
of Mozambique and Zambesia. 


TURKEY. 


With reference to the notices which have appeared in recent issues 
‘ of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” respecting 
of Certificates of Origin required for 
Origin for Certain 8 q 
British Goods of British | goods imported into Turkey, the 
Board of Trade are now in receipt, through the 
Foreign Office, of a copy of a Note Verbale addressed by the 
Sublime Porte to H.M. Ambassador at Constantinople, in which it 
is “notified that such Certificates will not be required for parcels 
arriving by parcels post, samples, and all articlesimported by 
travellers for their personal use. 
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It is further stated that the legalisation of certificates of origin 
by Turkish Consuls is not obligatory unless there should be a 
Turkish Consulate in the place from which the goods are sent to 
Turkey. If there is no Turkish Consulate at that place, certificates 
should be legalised by the local authority, without which formality 
certificates issued by the Custom House at the place of export 
cannot be accepted as valid. 


SAN SALVADOR. 


The ‘Advance Sheets of Consular Reports,” published by the 
Additions to United States Government on the 27th ult., 
Customs Tariff, Contain a statement to the effect that the 
Tarif Government of San Salvador have issued a 
Classification Decree, which was to have come into force on 

. the 9th May last, providing that certain articles 

not specified in the present Tariff of San Salvador, should be 
subject to the following duties on importation into the Republic:— 


*Pesos. C, 
Woven cotton cloth, mixed with horsehair, 
for stiffening linings, or other purposes, 
white Kilog. 0 40 
Do. do. coloured _,, 0 60 
Straw, palm leaves or rushes for hats, plain 


or coloured, unmanufactured iii » 0 10 
Do. do. worked 
into bands or cords, or plaited ... 7 0 60 


It is also stated that certain articles of tinned iron, such as 
water jugs, candle sticks, and similar articles for domestic or other 
uses, which by reason of their consistency and construction bear a 
resemblance to those manufactured from sheet tin, are to be classi- 
fied in future as tinware, dutiable at the rate of 40 cents. per 
kilogramme. 


BRAZIL. 


With reference to notices which have appeared in recent issues of 
the “ Board of Trade Journal” respecting the 


rere of provisions of the Brazilian Consumption Tax 
a boyy Law prohibiting the importation into Brazil of 


goods bearing labels in Portuguese, the Board 

Portugues. of Trade have now received, through the Foreign 
Office, a despatch from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, 
forwarding a translation of a Circular issued by the Brazilian 


* Yhe nominal value of the Central American peso is about 4s. 
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Minister of Finance on the 9th ult., which notifies that the 
prohibition referred to does not apply to goods labelled with Trade 
Marks registered in conformity with the Brazilian Law. The 
following is a copy of the translation of the Circular :— 

,“‘ In compliance with the petition of the Chamber of Commerce 
“ of Rio de Janeiro, I notify the Heads of Departments under this 
“ Ministry that the prohibition contained in Article 45, 2nd part, 
“ of Law 641 of the 14th November, 1899, included in Article 57 
“ of the Regulations annexed to Decree 3,622 of the 26th March 
“ last, is not applicable to merchandise labelled with Trade Marks 
“ regi®tered in conformity with Law No. 3,346 of the 14th October 
“and Decree No. 9,828 of the 3lst December, 1887 ; such Heads of 
“ Departments being, however, required to demand from persons 
“importing such merchandise, proof that the registration of the 
“ respective marks has been effected in accordance therewith.” 


URUGUAY. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 136 of the 
Ratification - Board of Trade Journal” for August last, 
of Convention  7°sPecting the signature of a Convention dated 
of 15th Jul the 15th July, 1899, between Urnguay and the 
1899 ak , United Kingdom, continuing for three years the 
United King i operation of the Anglo-Uruguayan Commercial 
Treaty of 1885, the Board of Trade have now 
received information, through the Foreign Office, to the effect that 
on the 9th ult. H.M. Minister at Montevideo exchanged with 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Uruguayan Republic the 
ratifications of the Convention referred to above. 


PERU. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
translation of a Decree, issued by the Peruvian 


Export Duties = Government on the 23rd May last, relative to 
onCaoutchoucand 4), duties leviabl ] d rubb 
Rubber. e duties ieviable upon caoutchouc and rubber 


exported from Peru. In the grants of rubber 
plantations conceded by the Minister of Public Works, it is stipu- 
lated that, over and above the rent of 2 sols. per quintal of 
rubber extracted, a corresponding export duty shall be paid if 
the said rubber be exported. It has therefore been decided— 
1. To recover in the maritime Custom Houses of the Republic— 
(a) The rents already overdue, and those that may become due 
for rubber plantations, at the rate of 2 sols. per quintal of rubber 
exported. 
(b) An export duty of 5 cents per kilozramme of caoutchouc 
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and of 1 cent per quintal of fine rubber exported, or that may 
be exported, on the contracts signed by the Minister of Public 
Works for the working of rubber plantations. 

2. That the Custom Houses shall exact that the name of the 
place from which the rubber proceeds or is gathered, as also the 
contract to which it belongs, shall be declared in the permit of 
exportation ; and that, in case the rubber proceeds from Bolivia, 
the necessary documentary proof must be presented. 


COLOMBIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the l’oreign Office, a 
copy of a telegram from H.M. Legation at 
Export Duties. | Bogota, reporting that the Decree issued by 
the Colombian Government on the 24th April 
last, providing for the forced appropriation by the Government of 
a portion of certain articles exported from the Republic, which 
portion was to be paid for on the basis of the gold value of the 
articles, has now been cancelled and another Decree substituted 
therefor, establishing export duties payable in Colombian currency. 
It is stated that these export duties are nearly the same as those 
of the year 1895, 


AFRICA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pages 187-8 of the 
Ratification of Board of Trade Journal” for August last, 
iiienn: tienen containing the text of the International Con- 

‘Se oF vention respecting the Liquor Traffic in Africa, 
“ which was signed at Brussels on the 3th June, 

1899, the Board of 'Trade are informed that the 

ratifications of the Convention were deposited at Brussels on the 

8th and 19th ult. 


Convention. 


MOROCCO. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 625 and 626 
: of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 21st 
Regulations ult., relative to the new regulations for the 
for Importation importation into Morocco of sporting guns and 
of Sporting Guns cartridges, the Board of Trade have now received 
and Cartridges. i, formation, through the Foreign Office, to the 
effect that the regulations in question have been signed by the 
various foreign representatives at Tangier. 
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CYPRUS. 


Tho 4 canien Gazette” of 10th inst., publishes a Royal Order dated 
10th June last, whereby Larnaca, in the island 
of Cyprus, is declared to be a port of registry for 
British ships. 

Amongst other provisions in the above Order, it is declared that 
the Regist ar of Shipping at Larnaca shall have the same powers 
az any Registrar of Shipping appointed under ‘The Merchant 
Shipping Act, 1894,” and for the purpose of enforcing the pro- 
visions of the said Act and of this Order the said Registrar shall 
have the same powers as by the said Act are conferred for the 
purposes of registration and measurement on any officer of Customs 
or any officer of the Board of Trade. 

The High Commissioner of Cyprus shall with regard to the 
performance of any Act or thing relating to the registry of a ship 
registered at Larnaca or of any interest therein be considered as in all 
respects occupying the place of the Board of Trade and the Com- 
missioners of Customs. 

Where it appears to the High Commissioner of Cyprus that by 
reason of special circumstances it would be desirable that permission 
should be granted to any British ship to pass, without being pre- 
viously registered, from the port of Larnaca to any port within Her 
Majesty’s ‘dominions, the High Commissioner may grant a pass 
accordingly, and such pass shall for the time being and within the 
limits therein mentioned have the same effect as a certificate of 
registry. 

Fees, not exceeding the amounts named in the Schedule* to this 
Order shall be taken in respect of the matters mentioned i in the 
same Schedule. 

- * The whole Order and the Schedule to the Order may be seen on application at 


the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m, 


Larnaca, a Port 
of Registry. 


RUSSIA. 


According to a report received at the Foreign Office, dredging 
ciiging the operations have been going on for some time 
2 the Lower Dnieper. The channel on the 
bar at the mouth of the river has been 
deepened to 16 feet—it was previously not more than 10 feet 
deep—and it is intended to dredge down to 22 feet, in order 
to open out the Dnieper to the sea and make Kherson a port 
for ocean-going steamers. For this work the sums assigned 
total up to 1,050,900 r. for the past fours years, and 427,000 r. 
have been granted for 1900. (Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, 
529.) 


- 
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


The United States Consui at Budapest, in a report dated 26th April 
Hungarian” *’ last, states that the law of 1893 concerning the 
Shipping.” subsidising of Hungarian shipping having 

; partly lapsed at the end of the year 

1898, and not having been renewed since that time, Hungarian 
shipowners are seriously planning to remove from Fiume to Trieste. 
The Government has been exempting such owners from taxation, 
on condition that old wooden sailing vessels should be replaced by 
new iron-built ones. This condition has not been fulfilled, but 
instead the Minister of Finance has daily received petitions not to 
assess until a new law shall have been passed, and so far these 
petitions have been listened to. 

Hungary is planning to contract for a third steamer in the 
Venice-Ancona-Fiume traffic, and the Adria Steamship Company 
intends to increase the number of sailings to Marseilles, as well as 
to establish direct sailings to North Africa, Spain, Portugal, and 
North America, For the latter, four large new ships are necessary. 
The sailings to America are carried on at present by the Austro- 
American Company, belonging to Schenker & Co., forwarding 
agents, under contract with the aforesaid Adria Company.* From 
the previous income, the company has been able to build four 
new steamers in place of vessels lost; the last will be launched 
next month. Ifthe Government approves, the company will raise 
its capital and the Government will pay something more than the 
present subsidy of 1,400,000 crowns (59,200/.), and the Adria will 
then be able to compare in every respect with the Austrian Lloyd. 

Last summer, an Austrian shipbuilder offered to build a shipyard 
in the Hungarian port of Porto Re, it he should receive a grant of 
land for that purpose. This offer, however, conflicted with the 
plan of the Hungarian Minister of Commerce to rebuild and enlarge 
the present shipyard in Bergudi, adjoining Fiume, at a cost of 
5,000,000 crowns. ‘This will be provided with docks, and here not 
only merchant steamers, but also war ships, will be built, inasmuch 
as the Minister of War has promised to support the shipyard with 
Government orders. 

* There are also direct sailings between New York and Fiume, made by steamer ; 


of the New York and Mediterranean Steamship Company (Fiume agent, G: Venutti), 
which touch at Fiume, on their trip between New York and Trieste. 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


With reference to the notice on pp. 641-2 of the ‘ Journal” for 
21st ult., the “Levant. Herald” of 19th June 
states that the Council of Ministers have con- 
cluded the examination of the reports presented 
by the special commission in whose hands the arrangements for 


Damascus-Mecca 
Railway. 
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carrying into effect the Damascus-Mecca Railway project have been 
placed, and have submitted a mazbata on the subject to His Majesty 
the Sultan. The following recommendations of the commission 
have been adopted: (1) That the earthworks be executed by two 
battalions of infantry numbering one thousand men each ; (2) that 
the works be begun immediately after the arrival in Syria of the 
engineers to whom they have been entrusted; (3) that the line 
follow the route taken by the pilgrims; (4) that a subscription be 
forthwith opened for the sum of £T.1,000,000, by the issue of four 
series of tickets representing respectively 1 and 5 medjidiehs, and 
5and 10 liras; (5) that, when the cost of the undertaking has 
been ascertained, a second and, if necessary, a third subscription 
list be opened, if the result of the first appeal to the generosity of 
the Mussulman world prove satisfactory. As already announced, 
a central commission will be formed under the presidency of the 
Minister of Finance, to whom the administration of the Fund will 
be entrusted, while sub-committees will be appointed in the chief 
town of each kaimakamlik, mutessariflik, and vilayet, under the 
presidency of the sub-governor, governor, or governor-general 
respectively, to collect subscriptions. Contributions must be sent 
direct to the Central Commission. The Council of State has been 
instructed to draft a set of regulations defining the rights and 
duties of this Commission and the control to which its operations 
will be subjected. 

A later issue of the “Levant Herald” reports that His 
Majesty the Sultan has been pleased to contribute £150,000 to 
the fund for the construction of the Damascus-Mecca Railway. 
An official communication published in the Turkish press 
announces this Imperial donation, and adds that His Majesty 
hopes ‘that the Ministers and State officials will follow his 
‘ example, and contribute one month’s salary towards the realisation 
‘ of what will be one of the greatest “ works of piety ” undertaken 
‘during his reign, inasmuch as it is intended to facilitate the 
‘ transport of pilgrims to the holy places, and thus render easier the 
‘ attainment of happiness both in this world and the next.’ 

The Agricultural Bank has, by decision of the Council of 
Ministers, opened a credit of £1T100,090 for the preliminary 
expenses of the undertaking. The money will be taken in equal 
proportions from the revenues of this and next year. As already 
stated, the works will be carried out by two battalions of 1,000 
men, and the line will follow the route taken by the pilgrims. A 
first subscription list for 1,000,00) liras will be opened, and special 
precautions have been taken to prevent malversations. ‘The 
administration of the funds will be in the hands of a special com- 
mission under the presidency of the Minister of Finance. The 
starting-point of the projected line will be Kademi-Sherif, near 
Damascus. 
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With reference to the above, it is reported in the ‘“ Levant 
Herald” of the 23rd ult. that the Turkish Cabinet has resolved 
that all members of the public service, both in Constantinople 
and the provinces, shall contribute to the fund for the construc- 
tion of the projected railway to Mecca. They will be asked to 
subscribe an amount equal to one month’s salary, payable in ten 
months at the rate of 10 percent. per month. ‘The decision of the 
Council has been submitted to His Majesty’s sanction. 

Arrangements are being made for turning the first sod of the 
new railway on 3lst August next, the anniversary of the Sultan’s 
accession to the Throne. The Admiralty has engaged a large 
number of extra hands, and the making of rails and trucks to be 
used in carrying materials for the works is actively progressing. 
The Admiralty has ordered in Europe the machinery and implements 
with which its factories are unprovided. 


UNITED STATES. 
The “ Railroad Gazette” of New York has prepared a statement 


Railwa bearing upon the work of new railroad con- 
Genie 7 struction during the current year. As expected, 
sone the returns, which are approximate, show that 


this work has been much more active than in 
other recent years. 

‘‘The Commercial and Financial Chronicle,” of the 80th ult., 
quoting from the Gazette, states that approximately 2,025 
miles of railway have been laid during the six months. 
During the corresponding six months of last year the new mileage 
added was only 1,181 miles. On account of the fact that winter 
weather necessarily retards outdoor work, railroad building is 
always on a much smaller scule during the first than during the 
last half of the year. Hence, based on the 2,025 miles alread 
built, the estimate is that the total for the full year may reac 
5,000 to 6,000 miles, though,it is admitted that such estimate at 
best is but guess-work. Much will probably depend upon the 
course of prices for materials. If a low level of values is main- 
tained, new track-laying will be larger than if prices should rule 
high. There is apparently nothing wild or speculative about the 
present work,and this being so, the cost of materials will play an im- 
portant part in determining the number of miles to be added. With 
rails at lower prices it may be that construction would be greatly 
stimulated ; and this remark applies not merely to steam roads, 
but to proposed electric roads. It is said that there are a great 
many cases where the building of such electric lines, which now 
form such a feature of inter-urban transportation, has been 
deferred awaiting a diminution in the cost of materials. 
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MEXICO. 


With reference to the information on the subject of the Tehuantepec 
The Isthmian Railway which was published in the 


‘Siheieatipee ** Board of Trade Journal” for July, 1899, pp. 
Railwa 27-29, a despatch, dated 20th June last, has 
ss been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Consul at Mexico City, forwarding copies of the “ Diario Official ” 
for 24th January, and 14th and 15th June, containing the 
contract and subsequent modifications between the Mexican 
Government and Messrs. S. Pearson & Sons, Limited, by which 
the latter take over the Trans-Isthmian Tehuantepec Railway, and 
undertake to build two harbours at its termini, Coatzacoalcos and 
Salina Cruz. 

The first contract has been slightly modified by the subsequent 
ones. The Company agrees to conform in all respects to the 
Mexican Laws. Article 49 of the Mexican Railway Law of 1898 
provides :— 

“The company and all foreigners and their successor who shall 
take part in its business, whether as shareholders, employés, or in 
any other capacity, shall always be regarded as Mexican in all 
matters relating to the Company. They can never urge, with 
respect to the securities and affairs connected with the Company 
any rights as foreigners on any pretext whatsoever, and they shall 
on'y enjoy the rights and the means of enforcing them which the 
Laws of the Republic grant to Mexicans, so that in consequence 
Voreign Diplomatic Agents exercise no interference of any kind. 


The principal modification in the contract is an increase in the 


monthly appropriation to the Company from 150,000 dols. to 
500,000 dols., and a provision has been made to authorise the 
Company to borrow 3,500,000 dols. to supplement the 5,000,000 
Cols. voted by the Mexican Congress.” 

At the date of the Consul’s despatch, a severe epidemic of yellow 
fever was raging on the isthmus which, it was feared, might retard 
the works this season. 


UNITED STATES—CHAWAIIAN ISLANDS). 


A despatch dated 29th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office 

from H.M. Ambassador at Paris, enclosing an 
Shipping in 1899. extract from the “ Moniteur Officiel du: Com- 

merce” of 28th ult. containing a report by the 
Acting French Consul at Honolulu on the shipping of the Hawaiian 
Islands in the year 1899. The report states that the shipping of 
these islands has necessarily kept pace with the increased commer- 
cial development. In 1899 there entered 188 steamships with a 
tonnage of 488,521 tons, and 468 sailing vessels with a tonnage of 
339,221 tons, giving a total of 656 vessels with a tonnage of 
786,812 tons. 
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In 1898 the number of vessels entered was 481, with a tonnage 
‘of 569,632 tons. The increase in 1899 therefore was 175 vessels 
and. 217,210 tons. These figures do not include coasting vessels 
between the islands or 113 American transports for the campaigu 
in the Philippine Islands. 

The American flag heads the list with 60 steamers and 387 
sailing vessels with a total tonnage of 373,168 tons. England 
follows with 89 steamers and 26 sailing vessels, a total of 115 
vessels with a tonnage of 251,663 tons. The German, Japanese 
and Hawaiian flags divide the remainder, no French ship having 
touched at these islands during 1899. 

In conclusion the Consul adds that the total population of the 
Hawaiian Islands is only about 140,000. 


MINING, METALS, AND MACHINERY. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
According to a Return just issued by the India Office (Statement 
Exhibiting the Moral and Material Progress and 
nay sp Condition of India during the Year 1898-99), the 
: output of the Indian gold mines in 1899 was 
higher than in previous years as shown in the following table :— 


1896 ... 021,878 ozs. 
1897 ... 389,779 ,, 
1898 ... 416,236 ,, 
... 448,071 ,, 


This result was obtained in spite of an outbreak of plague, which 
made labour scarce in the early part of the year. Eleven com- 
panies produced gold during the year, but of these, only four show 
figures of any importance. ‘The Coromandel Mine fell off from the 
increased output which it had shown in the previous two years. 


The same Return states that the Burma ruby mines were worked 
by the company and by native licensed miners 
under the company: the expenditure of the 
company was returned at 430,000/., and the 
value of the rubies recovered is said to have been 579,000/. The 
company paid in 1899 a dividend of 5 per cent. on their shares. 


Ruby Mines in 
Burma. 


VICTORIA. 


According to a notice received at the Board of Trade from the 
Output of Gold— office of the Agent-General for Victoria, the 
Jan.Inne, 1900, cUtput of gold in that Colony during the 

j ‘ ‘first six months of 1900 amounted to 370,552 
ounces. 


B2 


| 
| 
|_| 
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WEST AUSTRALIA. 


A telegram has been received at the office of the Agent-General 
for Western Australia, stating that the crushing 


of Gold returns for all Gold Mining Companies in 
—— that Colony for the month of June last are as 
follows :— 
Ore treated 104,109 tons. 
Yield of gold nan wie ... 127,252 ozs. 


Average yield per ton... 1 oz. 4 dwts. 11 grs. 


The “ Government Gazette” of West Australia for 24th February 
Output of last contains the following statement as to the 


: output of minerals, other than gold, in the 
Minerals other Colony of West Australia, in the year 1899 :— 


than Gold. 

| Mineral. Quantity, Value. 
Tons £ 

| 
j Total, previous to 1899 (tin and coal only) 3,841 | 16,966 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 
GERMANY. 


The American Consul at Munich reports that, at a recent meeting 
Restricted of the United German Manufacturers of Worsted 
Seafeation of Goods in Leipzig (at which 1,400,000 spindles 
Woollen Goods. “°Te represented), it was resolved to reduce 
production from Ist June to 31st December, 
1900, by 20 per cent. It is understood that the manufacturers of 
Switzerland, Austria, and Russia have agreed to adopt the same 
course, in order to put a stop to further decline in prices. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
— copy of a despatch dated 6th inst., from H.M. 
Chargé d’Affaires at Berlin, containing copy 
oeae ow and translation of the statutes of the *‘ Verein 

a Deutscher Wolkiimmer und Kammgarnspinner,” 
—— 8. under which title the Association of German 


Woolcombers and the Association of German Worsted Yarn Mills 


| 
| 
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have been combined. The offices of the Association are at 
Corsmannsdorf, Saxony, and the present Chairman is Herr Franz 
Dietel of that place. 

The translation of the statutes referred to above may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the weekended 14th July, 1900, were as 
follow :— 
Barley ... ven 288. 2d. 
For further particulars see p. 169. 


A statement is published on p. 170, showing the quantities of the 
;_ various descriptions of agricultural produce 
— nt imported into the United Kingdom during the 
roduce. week ended the 14th inst.; as well as of the 

imports during the corresponding week of 1899. 


CAPE COLONY. 


The official ‘‘ Agricultural Journal” of the Cape of Good Hope, of 
May 24th last, publishes, for general informa- 
tion, a notification by the Under-Secretary for 
Agriculture, that applications for guano, 
accompanied by remittances, will be received by the Superin- 
tendent of the Guano Islands, No. 37, Strand Street, Cape Town. 

The cost of the manure is as follows— 

For ordinary guano, 61. 10s. per ton of 2,000 lbs., or 13s. per 
bag of 200 lbs. (the smallest quantity supplied). 

For rock guano, 6/. 17s. per ton of 2,000 Ibs. or 18s. 9d. per 
bag of 200 Ibs.; the price in each case including delivery at the 
Cape Town Railway Station. 


Government 
Guano. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of “ of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
— uring the week ended the 12th inst. was. 
27,208, and the number imported during the 
28 weeks ended the 12th inst. was 1,762,835. As regards exports, 
the figures are, for the week ended the 12th inst., 6,241 bales, 
and for the 28 weeks, 208,687. 
For further details see p. 171. 


In several of the more important industries the state of employment 
showed a slight falling off during June, though 


Reece . on the whole employment remained fairly good. 
dn Some In the 138 Trade Unions making returns, 


with an aggregate membership of 533,119, 
13,992 (or 2°6 per cent.) were reported as unemployed at the end 
of June, compared with 2°4 per cent. in May, and with 2:3 per cent. 
in the 123 Unions with a membership of 502,712 from which 
returns were received for June, 1899, 

The above statement is based on 2,505 returns made to the 
Board of Trade, viz., 1,752 from employers, 617 from Trade Unions, 
and 136 from other sources. 


BRITISH EAST AFRICA AND UGANDA. 


In the “ Official Gazette” of the East Africa and Uganda Protec- 
—_— torates for 15th June last, it is notified that, by 
inane order of Sir H. Johnston, Special Commissioner 
Regula . and Commander-in-Chief of the Protectorates, 
and in virtue of treaties and agreements concluded with the kings 
and chiefs of the aforesaid Protectorate and its adjoining territories 
H.M. Government has acquired the sole right of disposal over the 
waste and uncultivated lands of the said Protectorate and its ad- 
joining territories ; that in addition it is forbidden to any persons 
not native of the Uganda Protectorate and its adjoining territories 
to acquire land either by purchase from the natives, by deed of gift, 
or by occupation, without the prior consent of the principal 
Representative of H.M. Government administering the Uganda 
Protectorate. 
All applications for land must be addressed to the Commissiqner’s 
Office, Entebbe, Uganda. 
In further reference to the above circular, and by order of H.M. 
Principal Secretary of State, it is hereby notified that H.M. 
Special Commissioner and Commander-in-Chief for the Uganda 


| 
| 
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Protectorate has, in pursuance of the powers vested in him, 
appropriated from this date for public purposes (subject to any 
right of ownership which may be proved to his satisfaction) all 
lands between the Eastern Frontier of the Uganda Protectorate 
and the east coast of Lake Victoria Nyanza which are situated 
within one mile on either side of the line of the Uganda Railway, 
wherever finally constructed. 

All claims to ownership of land within this zone following the 
railway track must be lodged with H.M. Special Commissioner 
within three months from the date on which this Notice is 
published in the “ Official Gazette ” of the East Africa and Uganda 
Protectorates. 

Furthermore it is notified that within the same period, viz., 
three months from the date of publication of this notice, all other 
claims to ownership of land within the Protectorate of Uganda on 
the part of persons not native to that Protectorate must be sent in 
to the Commissioner’s Office at Entebbe for consideration. After 
the expiry of the aforementioned limits of time no such claims can 
be taken into consideration in the land settlement. 


FALKLAND ISLANDS. 
The report issued by the Colonial Office on the trade of the 
Falkland Islands for 1899 gives the following 
Trade in 1899. table showing the value of the imports into und 
exports from the Colony for the last five 


years :— 
1895, | 1896. 1397. 1898. 1899, 
£ £ | £ £ £ 
Imports ... 71,826 | 69,985 | 63,286 | 72,987 | 73,978 
Exports ... 122,988 | 132,194 | 126,505 | 106,984 139,203 
Total ... 194,314 | 202,179 | 189,791 | 179,971 213,181 
| 


The value of trade in 1899 was therefore in excess of that in 1893 
by 33,210/., an increase due to the greater yield or value of 
almost all the articles produced in the Colony. These happened 
to have been in greater request in the home markets, especially 
at the end of the year, when Falkland Islands wool, under ex- 
cellent competition, realised prices 1?d. to 24d. per lb. higher 
than in the earlier part of the year. 

The following table shows the quantity and value of the staple 
products exported in the years 1898 and 1899 :— 
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1898. | 1899. 
Articles. 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. | Value. 
Ibs. £ lbs. £ 
Wool ---| 4,801,222 92,206 4,823,458 118,961 
Tallow 150,000 1,250 485,173 4,125 
Other products... 12,948 15,345 
Total 106,404 138,431 
GERMANY. 


The following table showing the value of the trade between 
. Germany and the British possessions in the 
Eo th _ Mediterranean (viz., Gibraltar, Malta, and 

Cyprus), is taken from the German official Trade 


Medite Returns :— 


Trade of Germany with British Possessions in the Mediterranean. 


| Importsinto Germany | Exports from Germany 
— | from Gibraltar, Malta, to Gibraltar, Malta, 
and Cyprus. aud Cyprus. 
| 
1892 8,050 32,550 
1893 ose 9,600 33,900 
1894 11,300 38,200 
1895 18,200 37,950 
1896 20,400 41,850 
1897 22,900 45,700 
1898 35,400 44,900 
1899 35,650 65,500 


A despatch dated 25th ult. has been received at the Foreign 

ieee Office from H.M. Embassy at Berlin, stating 

ba ohibition of that, according to the “ Berliner Tageblatt,” 

Foreign Postage the Imperial Post Office has interdicted the 

> reproduction of illustrations of inland and 

Ps. foreign postage stamps of the same size as 


the original, so that even reproductions of stamps, printed 
in black ink which have hitherto appeared without any objection 
being raised, both in philatelist and other publications, will no 
longer be allowed. 


| 
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The Board of Trade have received from the Technical —* 
. the German Embassy a copy of a work entitle 
Das Eisbrechwesen Dewlschen Reizhe. This 
Ge Empire book, which has been compiled from official 
‘sources and edited by command of the Prussian 
Minister of Public Works, deals with methods of ice-breaking 
in the German Empire. The work may be consulted by those 
interested, on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50 Parliament Street, 8.W., between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


GERMANY (WEST AFRICA). 


According to a report recently received at the Foreign Office from 
Progress of the H.M. Embassy in Berlin, it is evident that the 
Some Cameroons Protectorate is making steady pro- 
Sestetbeatn gress. The Adamaua expedition, the advance 
‘ of the occupation of the north-west frontier, and 
the occupation of the South Cameroons has nearly doubled the 
area of the country actively ruled over. The returns from the 
plantations have more than come up to expectations, and the trade 
of the south and north coasts, as well as that of the Cameroons 
River district, has steadily extended itself. (Foreign Office, 
Miscellaneous Series, 528.) 


RUSSIA—SIBERIA. 


With reference to the appointment of a French Commercial Agent 
ottin © Irkutsk, reported in the “Board of Trade 
ial Activi Journal” of 12th April last, p. 80, the British 
mercial Activity. Commercial Agent in Russia calls attention to 
an article in the ‘“‘ Russki Viedomosti” from its Tobolsk corre- 
spondent, stating that a Commissioner from the French Ministry 
of Commerce had just passed through Tobolsk engaged on a 
mission to study the economic prospects of Siberia, and to report 
on the possibilities of trade between France and Siberia. He is 
said to have visited Omsk, Kurgan, and Tiumen, and to have 
thoroughly studied the grain trade and butter export in those 
places, to have visited Semipalatinsk, studied the Eskibazturz 
coal mines at Pavlodar, and to be proceeding to Barnoul, 
Krasnoyarsk, Irkutsk, Kiatka, and Vladivostok. 


— | 
| 
| 
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BELGIUM. 


According to the “ Monde Economique” the population of Belgium 
Population on the 31st December, 1899, was 6,744,532 
in 1899 persons, showing an increase over 1898 of 

: 74,800 inhabitants. Brussels (with suburbs) 
had a population of 573,000, and Antwerp of 282,018. The 
smallest commune in Belgiunf is that of Toetenaye, containing 
only 27 inhabitants. 


ITALY (ERYTHREA). 


A despatch dated 20th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office, 
Italian from H.M. Ambassador at Rome, transmitting 
" d translation of a Royal Decree dated 
3lst May, 1900, applying to the Colony of 
Erythrea, the dispositions of the Italian Commercial Code of Law 
in regard to commercial societies and their failure. 

The Decree is as follows :— 

Article 1—All the dispositions of the Commercial Code in 
regard to commercial societies and their failure, with the exception 
of those in regard to life insurance companies, are extended to the 
Colony of Erythrea with the modifications mentioned in the 
following Article. 

Article 2.—The above modifications are as follows :— 

(a) The powers conferred by the Commercial Code on the 
Judicial Authorities of the Kingdom, are to be exercised by the 
Tribunal of Massowah and by the district Judges. 

(b) The deeds of association must be transcribed into the 
register of the society kept in the Chancery of the Tribunal or that 
of the district Judge, and hung up in the rooms of the respective 
Chancelleries, namely :—the office of the Committee or the office 
of the residence where the society is situated, and in that of the 
Committee of Agriculture, Industry and Commerce. 

(c) The deeds of the association, which in accordance with the 
Commercial Code must be inserted in the Official Gazette of the 
Kingdom, in the Journal for Judicial Announcements, and in the 
Official Bulletin of Share Companies, must be inserted in the Official 
Bulletin of the Colony. 

(d) The periods decreed by the Commercial Code are doubled in 
so far as they refer to the present Decree ; and that established by 
Article 139, whensoever the administrators do not reside in the 
Colony, is increased to sixty days. 

(e) The Colonial Treasury takes the place of the Deposit and 
Loan Bank, and makes use of the offices of the latter. 

(f) Article 151 is modified as follows :—Whenever administra- 
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tors, the syndic, or the representative of the society ceases to 
occupy his office, and has to be supplanted in case of his being 
declared bankrupt, prevented, or inhabilitated, or in case of his being 
condemned for any offence to imprisonment, to perpetual injunction 
from occupying a public post, or to the penalty of reclusion, or to 
detention for a term of not less than three years, or condemned for 
corruption, forgery, theft, or cheating. 

Article 3.—The Government of the Colony has full powers to take 


all steps necessary for the publication of the deeds of association in . 


the offices of the Colony and in the Bulletin of the Colony. 

Article 4.—The present Decree comes into force eight days after 
its publication in Erythrea. 

_A further despatch dated 27th ult. states that according to the 
Official Gazette of 26th June, the publication of the above Royal 
Decree took place on the 28rd ult. 


UNITED STATES. 


The monthly summary of imports and exports for May last, issued 

; by the United States Treasury Department, show 

Tea Trade. that during the eleven months ended 31st May, 

the total quantity of tea imported into the 

United States from all parts was 80,967,542 lbs., an increase of 

10,247,127 lbs., as compared with a similar period of the preceding 
year. 

Of this quantity there was imported from the 


lbs. 
United Kingdom __... ae an 2,322,078 
East Indies ... 4,337,404. 
British North America vias aa 1,254,263 


While the tea from China has increased by 705,660 Ibs., or 
nearly 2 per cent., and that from Japan by 5,799,377 lbs., or about 
21 per cent., that from the East Indies has increased as much as 
2,534,951 lbs., or 140 per cent. 

‘The average price of all teas imported was about 64d. per. Ib. 
compared with the previous year of about 64d. per lb. 


Per lb. 

The average price of tea from the United Kingdom was about 10d. 
” ” ” China 9 6d. 


| 
| 

| 

| 

| 
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MEXICO. 


Roughly speaking, the State of Sonora is situated between the 108th 
Sinaia and 114th degrees of longitude west, and the 
intent Geneon. 26th and 32nd degrees of latitude north. Its 
northern boundary coinciding with that of the 
State of Arizona forms part of the frontier between the United 
States and Mexico; to the east it is separated from the Mexican 
State of Chihuahua by the Sierra Madre Mountains, which are 
practically impassable, rendering it necessary for travellers from 
the rest of Mexico to pass through the United States by way of 
El Paso del Norte, Benson and Nogales, or to go by sea from one 
of the Pacific ports to Guaymas. To the south a spur of the 
Sierra Madre marks the division between Sonora and the State of 
Sinaloa, while to the west its coast is bathed by the waters of the 
Gulf of California, and the Rio Colorado separates the north-west 
corner from the territory of Baja-California. 

Besides the last mentioned river it is fairly well watered by the 
Altar, Sonora, Yaqui (338 miles), and Mayo Rivers. 

With an area of 76,922 square miles the population amounted 
to 194,844 in 1895. 

In a recent report of H.M. Consul at Mexico City it is stated 
that the capital of the State, Hermosillo, with a district population 
of 27,922, is situated on the Sonora River, being 263 miles by 
rail from Nogales and 90 miles from Guaymas. It is a modern 
town (the old capital was Ures), has good streets, electric light, 
tramways, and besides being the seat of the State Government it 
is the centre of the mining industries, which are of great import- 
ance; it is, moreover the point of distribution for commercial 
commodities to all places to its north and east. There is a 
recently established brewery which produces a fair light lager 
beer. The public buildings, besides the Legislature, include a 
mint, a presidio or gaol, and a hospital. 

Guaymas is 353 miles by rail from Nogales on the frontier of 
the United States, and is a port on the Gulf of California, having 
in 1895 together with its district a population of 18,880. It has 
a most beautiful land-locked harbour protected completely from 
every wind, a wharf with railway facilities belonging to the Sonora 
Railway Company, Limited. At present large vessels have to 
make use of lighterage, which, when the trade of the port improves, 
could be done away with. as, in the Consul’s opinion, it would 
not be difficult, and would require no great expense to improve 
the existing facilities, which are, however, sufficient for the actual 
needs of the port to-day. Then, with its natural advantages, 
Guaymas would become one of the safest and finest harbours on 
the Pacific Coast. 

The town itself is neat and clean, with many good buildings, 
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a remarkably handsome gaol with a tower in the style of that of 
the Signoria, at Florence ; like Hermosillo, there is a tramway 
system and the town is well lit by electricity, indeed much better 
than Vera Cruz. The climate in winter is very pleasant, but in 
summer the heat is excessive. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,464.) 


VENEZUELA. 


The Acting British Consul at Caracas, in a report to the Foreign 
a Office, states that civil war was rife the whole 
7 ai year through ; for the Liberals having overcome 
‘ their Conservative opponents, began to struggle 
among themselves. The attention of the Government was, there- 
fore, entirely engrossed with military plans and preparations in its 
endeavour to retain its position. For this purpose it was, of course, 
necessary to make extraordinary disbursements which the revenue, 
not being up to the average, could not wel! stand; and the result 
was that everything else was overlooked or made to take a 
secondary place. 

Even then there were not sufficient funds, and the Government 
bethought themselves of a means of raising money, which was to 
increase the duties on all imports, by 20 per cent., and to rate some 
articles on a higher scale in the Tariff. On this resolution being 
passed by the National Legislature in the month of May there rose 
a natural cry from the merchants interested, and the consumers 
who were capable of appreciating the meaning of this change 
were proportionately alarmed. The Chambers of Commerce took 
steps to endeavour to persuade the Government to reconsider their 
determination with the result that the application of the new Tariff 
was deferred to Ist September. 

On the triumph of the Revolutionists over the Government the 
first step of the new Administration was to abolish the new Tariff 
and to reinstate the old duties. This lasted only a short time, 
however, for in December it was again put in force under the 
name of a war tax. The uncertainty and inconvenience caused to 
commercial interests by these continual changes can easily be 
conceived; especially as internal products ‘were also affected by 
this war tax. During the last months of the year extraordinary 
imposts were levied on sugar and rum, and on cattle for local 
consumption and export, and also on the export of coffee, cocoa, &c. 
Moreover, the different States placed imposts on the trade between 
each other ; so that anything exported paid dues in all the States 
through which it might have to pass until it reached the port of 
embarkation. 

As a consequence of all this, trade was altogether confined to 
dealings in those. articles which have been found to be absolutely 


| — | 
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indispensable to the local requirements of ordinary life, and which, 
having during the last year been still further reduced, make the 
aggregate of the commercial movement amount to a very insig- 
nificant sum. 

- Further on in his report, the Consul says :—‘“ It is difficult to 
make a forecast of the general prospect for commerce during the 
year 1900. The first shipments of coffee were made at good prices, 
but these have not been sustained, and, therefore, the result will 
not be what was hoped for. Everything seems to point to a con- 
tinuation of the dulness of business which marked the past year. 
Moreover, a general want of confidence still prevails from the 
unsettled condition of the political affairs of the country, and it is 
only after the restoration of complete peace that the vast riches of 
its privileged soil can be duly developed.” (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,466.) 


ARGENTINA. 


“Le Monde ue, ” of the 30th ult. quotes some figures 

— relating to immigration into Argentina in 1899, 

= from which it appears that the total number of 

; foreigners entering the Republic in that year 

was 84,444, viz—732 Germans; 477 English; 950 Austrians ; 

139 Belgians; 26 Dutch; 53,798 Italians; 2,474 French; 

67 Danish; 19.798 Spanish; 127 Americans; 197 Portuguese ; 
24 Swedes; 344 Swiss, and 4,108 of other nationalities. 


AFGHANISTAN. 


The “Times of India” of 23rd ult. remarks on the heavy fiscal 
burdens imposed upon the trade between India 


and Afghanistan vid Dakka and the Khyber 
— Khyber country. The Ameer of Kabul has now created 


a monopoly in postens (sheepskin coats), asafoe- 
tida, almonds and pomegranates ; he has forbidden the export of 
horses and mules altogether, and also the import of Indian salt. 
The result is that while the trade in the four articles first named is 
stimulated, that in regard to the others is nearly extinct. Thus in 
1899-1900 only 33 horses reached Peshawur as against 266 in the 
year preceding; while in the matter of salt the figures were 
62 loads (camel, mule, and bullock), as against 2,885. These 
figures speak for themselves, and it may be added that the tax on 
sheep is so high that the numbers exported fell from 16,137 to 
6,132 in the year. 
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REPORTS OF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


Glasgow.— A meeting of the Directors of this Chamber was held 
on the 9th inst., Mr. Handasyde Dick in the chair. rit 
- The Chairman read a communication from Mr. Buchan on the 
subject of the advisability of introducing legislation to define more 
accurately the speed of vessels in fog, respecting which a question 
had recently been addressed to the President of the Board of Trade 
by Sir John Stirling Maxwell. ; 

The Chamber resolved to take no action. 

Other matters referred to were the Gold Coast Ordinance, the 
Companies Bill, &c. 


Liverpool.—At a recent meeting of the Council of this Chamber, 
Mr. A. L. Jones in the chair, it was announced that the autumn 
meeting of the Associated Chambers of Commerce will be held in 
Paris, between the 5th and 8th of September, and a special meeting 
of the Council will be held to decide on the resolutions to be sub- 
mitted thereat by the Liverpool Chamber. The president and 
secretary were nominated to attend. 

Other business consisted of proposals for celebrating the jubilee 
of the Chamber in the autumn, announcements as to the four 
International Congresses in Paris, to be held between the 28th July 
and the 14th August, statement with regard to the Merchant 
Shipping (Liability of Shipowners) Bill, &c. 

A meeting of the Committee of the African Trade Section of the 
Liverpool Chamber of Commerce was also recently held, Mr. Alfred 
L. Jones, chairman of the section, presiding. 

Letters were read from the London Chamber of Commerce on the 


subjects of Gold Coast affairs—(1) Estimates for Northern Terri- 
tories; (2) Ashanti unoccupied lands, advocating that the ex- 
penditure of the Northern Territories of the Gold Coast should be 
confired at present to the smallest amount possible, also recom- 
mending in general terms the declaration of all unoccupied lands 
in Ashanti to be Crown lands under certain conditions. The 
committee were asked to support these recommendations. They, 
however, resolved that the present is not an opportune time to 
approach the Government on the subjects, and decided to wait 
until the affairs of Ashanti have assumed a more settled aspect. 
The following resolution, passed at a public meeting of the 
Liverpool School of Tropical Diseases, was submitted :—‘ That 
steps should be immediately taken by H.M. Government to improve 
the conditions of life for Europeans in the tropics in every possible 
direction, by the segregation of Europeans, improved sanitation, 
better water supply, clearance of bush near towns, light railways 
to the mountains, and such other means as science may direct ; and 
that the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce be requested to co-operate 
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with the school, and to ask the Government to receive a joint 


deputation on the subject.” 

It was resolved to support the request of the school that the 
Government will receive a joint deputation on the subject. 

An extract from the Forestry Inspector’s report for 1899-1900 
was submitted, giving a valuable list, with explanatory remarks, 


_ of indigenous products of Nigeria of economic value not worked. 


It was resolved to circulate copies of the extract to the committee 
and others. 


Nottingham.—A meeting of the Council of this Chamber was 
held on the 9th inst., Mr. J. Acton, J.P., presiding. 

A communication was read from the Foreign Office in reference 
to a complaint forwarded through the Chamber, regarding the 
unequal Tariff treatment by the Spanish Customs authorities of 
Nottingham and German torchon laces. Mr. Stiebel said the crux 
of the question was the classification by the Spanish Customs 
authorities of these goods. They classified those made in Germany 
in a different manner from those made in Nottingham, and it 
was stated that the German goods were charged a lower duty 
than the Nottingham goods. After further discussion a committee 
was appointed with power to act in the matter. 


i 
| 
| 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 
Corn Prices. 
Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 


Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
14th July, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 18382. 


— | Quantities Sold. Average Price. 


Qrs. Bus. | 
Barley 949 1 28 
Oats 2,911 7 | 19 
| 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1896 to 1899 :— 


| Quantities Sold, Average Price. 
Corre- | 
sponding | 
Week in 
| Wheat, | Barley. | Oats. Wheat, | Barley. Oats, 
| | 
Qrs. Bus. Qrs. Bus.) Qrs. Bus. | s. a, | & d, | & d. 
1896 | 17,856 5 648 1 2,320 2 | 24 2 | 18 3 15 4 
1897 ...| 28,409 3 207 7 | 1981 0 | 27 7 | 17 18 8 
1898 | 7,839 2 | 246 2 3,346 2 | 37 1 | 24 1 20 10 
1899 40,428 4 | 574 4 6,573 1 | 25 5 20 4, Wil 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
14th July, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the corre- 
sponding week of the previous year. 


Week ended | Correspond- 
14th July, ing week 
1900. in 1899, 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves... ... Number 9,537 15,119 
Sheep and lambs... ” 4,048 14,697 
Fresh meat :— 
eef Cwts 93,139 70,798 
Mutton... ” 75,659 81,472 
Pork 4,480 5,585 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Baco Cwts. 121,641 129,581 
Beef 5.268 4,857 
Hams 49,012 56,490 
Pork 6,295 5.916 
Meat, unenamerated, salted or fresh - me 7.462 9,083 
Meat, ‘preserved, otherwise than bysalting g ne 22,669 15,247 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter oe ove Cwts 80,470 73,222 
Margarine ... 16,114 14,503 
Cheese... 85,543 78,030 
Milk, condensed . 18,039 14,416 
Milk’ and cream, “fresh or preserved, 
other than condensed m milk .. ing 194 60 
Eggs ... a Grt. Hundr 288,002 281,408 
a and game nis Value £ 4,279 2,232 
Rabbits, dead (not tinred ¥ Cwts 4,578 5,742 
Lard ... 59,458 41,448 
Corn, grain, meal and flour : -—— 
Wheat Cwts 1,257,600 1,424,200 
Wheat-meal and flour = "376,000 546,400 
Barley 194,600 378,800 
Oats 438,700 467,500 
Peas 19,800 54,500 
Beans 7,700 45,800 
Maize or Indian corn 961,000 1,883,000 
Apricots and peaches* ... ad 1,255 
Bananas* ... Bunches, 16,289 — 
Cwts. Bushels. 
Cherries... 20,902 25,088 
Currants* .. 21,765 _ 
Gooseberries* 1,504 
Grapes son 521 1,771 
1900 9,822 25,338 
Strawberries* ... ... 1,319 
Unenumerated ... 15,954 131,001 
Hay ... Tons, 2,063 2,027 
Hops ... 1,198 2,922 
Vegetables, raw :-— 
Onions ... Bushels. 56,273 128,714 
Potatoes Cwts. 159,165 173,824 
_Unenumerated Value £ 13,527 52,645 


* These fruits were included with fruit unenumerated prior to 1900. 
¢ Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900. 


| 
| 


July 19, 1900.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 171 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
ut the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 


and 28 Weeks ended 12th July, 1900. 


Week vs Weeks 


ended ended 
l2thJuly, | 1i2thJuly, 
| 1900. 1900, 
IMPoRts. 
( Bales.) 
No. | No. 
American 16.640 1,874,645 
East Indian | 2,053 22,067 
Miscellaneous 397 | 27.345 
Total | 27,209 1,762,835 
| 
Exports. 
(Bales. ) 
| 
No. 0. 


6,241 | 208687 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of June, 1900, have been pub- 
lished. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each 
month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 
83d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, 
E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. John Menzies 
& Co., 12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, 
Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1898 may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 13d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1894 to 1898 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts, The “ Annual Statement” for 1899 
will shortly be published. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number for the 15th inst. contains 
special articles on the State of the Labour Market in June; 
Recent Changes in Agricultural Wages; Standard Piece Rates 
and Sliding Scales; Sickness Insurance in Germany in 1898; 
Strike of Cotton Weavers in Ghent ; New Conciliation and Arbitra- 
tion Law of Geneva, &c., &c. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 

just India Railways (Purchase). Copy of any Correspondence 
between the India Office and the Bank of England regarding the 
rate of interest to be adopted in the calculation of the wnnuities for 
the purchase of the East Indian Railway, the Eastern Bengal 
Railway, the Scinde, Punjab and Dethi Railway, and the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railay respectively. [232.] Price 147. 

Twenty-fourth Annual Report of Her Majesty's Inspectors of 
Explosives, being their Annual Report for the year 1899. [ Cd. 229. | 
Price 1s. 6d. 

This is the Annual Report of H.M. Inspectors of Explosives for 
the year 1899. The Report deals with the manufacture, storage, 
packing, and conveyance and importation of explosives; Govern- 


| 

| 
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Government Publications. 


ment Inspection and Search ; a Report of the Chemical Adviser 
and on the working of the Act by the Local Authorities ; also 
details as to accidents, experiments, and the use of explosives in 
coal mines. Appendices are added dealing with various subjects, 
bye-laws, and statistics connected with explosives. 


Kast India. Statement exhibiting the moral and material 
progress and condition of India during the year 1898-99. Thirty- 
Jifth number, (207.] “Price 1s. 9d. 


This is an Annual Report, issued by the India Office, relating to 
various matters connected with the progress and condition of 
British India. It deals with the questions of Administration and 
Legislation, Local Government Municipalities, Hospitals, &c., the 
Plague, Justice and Police, Registration, Finance, Surveys and 
Settlements, Land Revenue, Forests, Agriculture and Mineral 
Resources, Public Works, Post Office and Telegraphs, Education 
and Literature, Emigration and Migration, Trade and Manufac- 
tures, Frontiers and Native States, and the Army. An appendix 
to the Return contains tables of net revenue and expenditure. 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Rerorts of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and 
may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 
2371 Denmark (1898, Supplementary) soe 
2372 | Senegal and Dependencies Ede 
2373 | German East Africa (Coast Towns) (asi) “ss 
2374 Denmark. (1896-7 to 1900-1) .. 
2375 Germany, Prussian Finance, 1897- 1900 ... wwe ve ld. 
2376 | Naples (1899) 2d, 
2377 | Hangchow (1898) ld, 
2378 | Portugal (1897 and 1898) 
2379 | Hiogo and Osaka (1898) | lad. 
2380 Venice (1898-99) ese 2d. 
2381 Argentine Republic (Finances, 1898- 99) .. ooo | 
2382 | New Orleans and District 2d. 
2383 | Servia (1898 and we} 
2384 Somali Coast . DMA, 
2388 Ciudad Bolivar ove sis see al 
2389 Para (1898-99) see id. 
2390 Italy (1898 and 1899) . 83d, 
2391 | Texas (1899) ... 2d, 


2392  Curagoa and Dependencies (1899) 2d. 


i 
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Government Publications. 

FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS—Uontinued. 
No. | Place. Price. 

| 2393 La Rochelle and District (1899).. 

2394 Charlestown and District (1809) 13d. 
2396 Trebizond and Sivas 13d. 
2397 Japan (1899) .. 23d. 
2398 Baltimore (1899) 2d. 
2399 Mozambique and Quilimane (1899) 1d. 

2400 Germany (1899) 24d. 

2401 Stockholm and East Swedish Coast (189) 24d. 

| 2402 | Bohemia (1899) the | 14d. 

2405 Palestine (1899) ld. 
2406 Cadiz and District (1s99) 2d. 
2407 Corunna and District (1899)... 
2408 Patras and District ld, 
2409 Calais (1899) .. 2d. 
2411 Cyclades (1899) ig 1d. 
2414 Chicago and District (1899) say 2d. 
2415 Bordeaux and District (1899) ... oes 3d. 
2416 Trieste (1899)... soe | be. 
2417 Leghorn and Ancona aso») 2d. 
2419 Samoa (1899)... see ld. 
2420 Malaga (1899) an 3d. 
2421 | Ningpo (1899) ld. 
2426 Paraguay (1899) ese ld. 
2427 Beira (1899) ... ae 
2429 Ichang (1899) ... 1d. 
2433 Philadelphia (1899) _... 2d. 
2434 Foochow (1899) ld. 
2435 Nice and District (1899) ld. 

2440 Pondicherry (1899) __... ld. 
2441 | Beirut (1899) hd. 
2442 Persian Gulf (18¥9) 2d. 
2443 Swatow (1899) = 1d. 
2447 Taganrog (1899) | 2d. 
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Government Publications. 


FOREIGN OFFICE Continued. 


No. Place. Place, 


2450 Baden (1899) .. ld. 
2451 Canary Islands (1899) .. ld, 
2455 Denmark (1899) sas 9d. 
2457 Wuhu (1899) ... 1d. 
2462 | Smyrna (1899) 6d, 
2463 | Honduras (1899) 1d. 
2464 | Sonora (1899) ae 
2466 Caracas (1899) aie ws 
2467 | Samshui (1899) 1d. 


Miscellaneous Series. 
The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on 
subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued in 
1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. | Price. 
519 | Belgiwm.—F lax Industry of Courtrai_... hd, 
520 | France.—Report on French Colonies ose as 5d, 
521 Germany.—New Imperial German Mortgage Bank Law 1d. 
522 Russia.—Report on Russian Railways... $d. 
523 Russia.—Report on the Russian Coal Crisis hd. 
524 Germany.—Report on the German Colonial Estimates for 1900 1d. 
525 Germany.—Memorandum on German Imports and Exports| 3d 
of “Iron and Ironware,” and “ Implements, Machines,” 
&c., from 1897 to 1899, 
526 United States—Shipping and Shipbuilding on the American | 2d. 
Lakes. 


bo 


527 Tripoli.—Agriculture, Horticulture, and other Natural Re- 

sources of Tripoli. 

528 Germeny.—Report on the German Colonies for the year 3d. 

ending June 30, 1899 

529 Russia.—Report on the Waterw ay between the Baltic ein | ld, 
Black Sea ... 

530 Brazil.—Report on the "State of Amazonas 


Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series have also been issued this 
year, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. | "Price. 
| 
1 | Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France | 
respecting the Waiver of Consular Fees on the issue of | 
certificates of origin . 4d, 
2 Agreement between the United Kingdom and France for the | 


exchange of Press telegrams by night at reduced rates 4d. 
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Treaty Series—continued. 


Declaration between the United Kingdom and France pro- 
longing for one-year the Declaration of 11th December, 
1888, regulating telegraphic communication between the 
two countries . 

Declaration between the United “Kingdom and ‘the Grand 
Duchy of Luxemburg Jz the Reciprocal Protection 
of Trade Marks 

Procés-Verbal eling the accession of the Russian empire 
to the Cape Spartel International 
of 31st May, 1865 

| Sanitary Convention 

Convention and Declaration between the United Kingdom 
and Germany for the settlement of the Samoan and other 
questions ... 

Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
the United States of America for the adjustment of ques- 
tions relating to Samoa... 

Treaty between the United Kingdom and the Republic of 
San Marino for the Mutual Extradition of Fugitive 
Criminals 

Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
the United States of America, relating to the Settlement 
of Certain Claims in Samoa by Arbitration ; 

Convention between the United Kingdom and France, regu- 
lating the Telegraphic Communication between the two 
countries... 

Accession of the Republic of Uruguay’ to the Convention 
signed at Geneva 22nd August, 1864, for the ameliora- 
tion of the condition of the wounded in armies in the 
field 

International Convention respecting the Liquor ‘traffic in 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1900, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 


Jamaica 


Lagos 

Seychelles 

Christmas and Cocos-Keeling Islands 
Straits Settlements 

Basutoland ... 

Niger Coast Protectorate 

British Guiana 

Falkland Islands 
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